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Anthropology in Public Health 


Introduction 
A physician from Canada who served. for 
vents in the Amarican Friends 
‘8 (A. FSC) village. imptove- 
iment pioject in Berpall, Sambelpur distrlet, 
Orissa, India hes said, "In public health work 
In eny other itis essential thet thoso who offer 
social end technical assistance have 2s full an 
Understanding 68 possible of tho culture, tredi 
tions, and habits of ullage life In tho area under 
consideration”. His wife who also wotked in 
the same projeot ae the leay doctor has 
mentioned in one of her notes, “whet we learned 
far oxcesded whet we tought”. Both of them 
‘were aware of msny problems of public health 
‘and mateznal and child care from the day they 
‘worked in the area, but not until almost a year 
hhed elapted were thoy in any position to. make 
a meeningful approach towards meeting these 
problems. 


What is obvious In thelr experionce is that 
the knowledge bout I sclonce alone 
does not cor curing  physiclo- 
fleal abnormalities ‘and improving health and 


Hutton’ unless it Is coupled with saciat 
sciancos, Tho most significant feature of tho 
project was the Incorporation of an anthropolo= 
(ist In te edministative and technicel staff 
‘whieh ie en usual end uncommon phenomenon 
Inthe history oF rural davolopmont projects. The 
‘common skepticism as regards the Importance 
fof tn anthropologist in technical assistance 
project and relevance of his findings to, tho rural 
Upliftment was conspicuous by its absengo fiom 
the very Inception of the project. 


‘The major functions of the anthropologist 
ore 10 provide sciontitic and factual beses for 
programme-planning end for evaluating techni 
ques, methods and schomos undertaken in. the 
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villages of the project and (1) snalyso  rurst it 
‘and provide neod-besed sciontific and factual 
boses for programme-planning, 


(2) Share his findings with other technical 

‘of tho project for thelr orlantation in 
economic pattorns of the area and socio-cultural 
conditioning of the people, 


(3) Deviso report forms and cherts for 
keeping. records of Induced innovations or 
experiments, 


(4) Evaluste on-going action programmes 
‘with the help of such records and through various 
diagnostic and receptivity surveys, 


(5) Imerprete to the staf of the project the 
village life pattems, caste rogulations, and factors 
{acilteting and inhibiting desired change, 


(6) Ass 
village and health workers, and the 
villages, and 


the project in the selection of 
posting. in 


(7) Provide taining to such staff 
root level in methods of record 

surveying and In tho techniques of ‘understanding 
tho mats of rural culture and social structure 
including their implications for developm 


BARPALI—A PEASANT COMMUNITY 


Borpoll, tho. headquarters of the A. F. 8. C8 
illage Improvement project which wes known 

Burpall Village Sorvioo (BVS) is situated 
at adistance of 45 miles south of Sembalpur 
town. It is a police-station comprising 77 
villages all of which wore included In the BVS. 
‘According to the 1951 census the population 
fof the police-station was 4,000 and the density 
cof population was about 560 people per aq. 
mile. 


Barpal is @ oe growing ares and the crops 
aro grown under rainfed conditions. Except 
‘some scattered patches of mango groves found 
here and. there the ontire srea was without any 
forests, The indiscriminate folling of trees and 
the consequent deforestation had stripped the 
‘hole ares bate of its forest cover leaving behind 
‘a vast eroded and. depleted landmass, 


own and rice 


Paddy Is tho principal orop 
is the staple food of the people. Thore is a 
large population of woavors In the aren, but 
‘most of the people, Including. the weavors ara 
Cultivators, Other significant oscupationdl 
‘groupe which comprise the cast composition 

Include potters, loather-workers, 
milkren, cllmon, brass workers 
silver end goldemiths and blacksmiths, There are 
‘iso many landless febourers almost in all villages 
fof tho area, Agricultural practices are of 
traditional type and the production from land 
is very low. For wont of firewood cow-dung 
hhos buen the main source of fuel energy. 
‘There is nothing like fuel-curm-fodder reserve and 
‘grassland for the vest live-stock population. AS 
result uneontrolled and extensive grazing has 
steadily rendeted many arees barren and doploted, 
Under such circumstances the productivity of land 
has diminished considerably and there is very 
ltdle milk yield from the Bony and rickety cattla 
population. 

‘The rural people of this region are accustomed 
to tank water, Unfortunstely, the seme tank 
is used for dtinking, washing utensils, bathing 
‘men. and animals, and for many other Purposes. 
People use the high tenk banks for urination 
‘and. defecation; and these ere washed 
Gown by teins into the tanks! There aro 
a few wells owned by oither individuals or 
communities, The wator of wolls fs, howev 
not liked by villagers for drinking and cooking 
purposes, Itis a common bolt that, In con- 
frost. to. water from tanks, well wator hos 
foront taste and Is not good for preparing pekhale 
‘which Is the common broskfast, made by steeping 
boiled rice overnight In water. The complaint 

‘that woll wator tonds to. give a yellow colour 
to tice, which also tonde to split Into pl 
‘Morwover, the Well water ie baloved to caus 
naty roubles, Concopt of contamination and gorm 
theory is boyond comprehension of the people 


Luke the people of other rural areas, tho 
Inhabitants of Barpall aro in the habit of going 
fut 0 tho fields for attending tho call of neture. 
‘To many people latrino means a diy place 


‘where night-soll is found in heaps which 
produce bad odour. Naturally any talk about 
Fatrine tonds to reflect an image of such a dity 
place in the mind's eye of the people Including 
strong repulsive ard disgusting feeling. To somo 
weople the use of ‘latrine is symbolic of urben 
Sand western character, Ithes no place. in 
village life, The Idea of ritual pollution is 
‘associated with the uso of ltrine and contam= 
ation and. Infection which are caused by tho 
habit of detecttion In open elds appear to, be 
fiction. rather than 8 fact to most of tho village 
people. 


In most cases tho diet of the village is of 
vory poor quality and daficient in nutition. It 
Conslate mainly of rice with tho addition of a 
Title salt and a fow hot chilies, Whon 
vegetables such as bringal, cucumber, Indies 
fingor, tomato, ete, are avallablo from own 
kitchen gatden in ralay season the diot is 
Improved to some extont with the addition of 
such vegetables to tice. ‘The economic 
condition of a great _many villagers is 80 poor 
thet it herdly provides @ minimum standard of 
living, in torms of diet, elothing and sanitation 
for a family to lead a relatively healthy and 
active life, The condition of wage earners and 
landless agricultural labourers is more precarious 
then those who follow other occupations. In 
‘the project otea_ wages are paid to a labourer 
inthe form of paddy which is barely sufficient 
to supply the calorie requirement 10. his 
family 


Protein intske I 8 rare phenomenon in’ most 
eases. Vegetable. protein in the form of pulses 
‘and lontils forms part of the meals onlY on 
festive occasions which come once in a blue 
moon. Many people ate barred by religious 
dictates. from ating the available. forms of 
‘animal protein, High: caste hindus strictly 
‘obsorve situs! taboo In rogard to the uso of 
‘chicken and egg In thelr diet, The milk output 
|e practically nil in. th ‘Added to it tho 
Dllof that milk causes cold timits the mile 
Intake invariably In all eoctions of the population, 
‘The indigenous medical practitioners, herbalists 
‘and quacks on whom tho poopie havo great 
falianco forbid tholr patiants who suffer from some 
‘chronic iliness caused by protein deficlency to 
take moat, milk, fish and egg. According to. the 
tural etiquete male members in a famil¥ eat first 
‘of all and got tho. lion's share whereas the 
orale members who aro the last to ett got 
‘only the tip bits. Again in the case of the lottor 
the younger ones particularly theyoung daughtor= 


inclaw who eats aftr everybody has eaten isthe 
‘worst suffer. She is not only underfod almost 
joy day but also undergoss many dietetic 
atlctions connscted particularly with non- 
egatatian diet imposed by older womon of the 
family duting her pregnancy. 


Toe goneral living condition particulary in 
‘ogard t0 environmental sanitation and hygienic 
condition and dietary habits Is deplorable. 
During rainy soason water is stagnated in diy 
‘pools in village street which turns into mosquito 
browding centres, Large number of people in 
‘every vilago suffer from malaria and attribute 
‘it to their fate and to the machination of evi 
spirits, Some also think that the illness is due 
to drinking too much weter and too much 
bathing during summer. Any body wishing to 
keep the villaga strect dry and clean by diverting 
the flow of dirty water meets opposition from 
the powerful village hoadman. As this water carries 
cowdung and refuse from the street and outskins 
‘of the village itis good for paddy plants. Naturally 
‘the headman, whose lands lie around the vilage, 
‘and which are enriched by the street washed 
‘water, is likely to. give litle consideration to 
the sanitation of the village in proference to the 
‘economic benefits which he derives from the 
street water. 


Every village is overcrowded with population 
land tha mud-built and straw or Khapar thatched 
hhousss without ventilation are built close to. one 
‘another. Epidemics of cholera and smallpox 
breakout almost every year and for want of 
adequate treatment and medical services deaths 
‘oceut in large number. The people hide their 
children when the vaccinator visits their village. 
‘There are mainly two explanations given bY the 
people for such behaviour. One is related to the 
belief that emallpox is caused by Irascible village 
‘Goddess and the thorapy for itis not vaccination 
Dbut appeasement of the goddess. The othe 
‘ogson le thatthe vaccination spots swell and 
‘cause pain and if the child is sick it means keeping 
‘tho paronte out of work for some days 


Loprosy, tuberculosis, and sexually tranemiied 
<diaoaten are not uncommon in the area and there is 
‘0 clinic nearby for the weatment of such diseases. 
People are not aware that leprosy isan infectious. 
disease and hold that those who kiled cow 
and brahmin in ther previous birth are destined 
to eutfor from such disease in later life. 
‘When it is made public that some one In 
the village is afflicted with leptosy he is driven 
‘out from the villaga. This Is something which 


he considers his life's greatest disaster. For him 
his tolstonship with his native villege goos 
beyond more residence. It involves family tes, 
feligious sentiment, end emotional attechmont. 
‘The village represents his security, his. lands 
and abod> cf Ns encestel spirits. This is the 


Conly place in tha whole world which he knows 
Cut off from his 


‘and in which ho is known. 
village he is forced 12 wa 


the goes until the eter 
Il arth vient esl 
is so much in dread of stigma of leprosy and 
Social oxtracism that it is but notural that he 
hides the disease unt it cannot be hidden any 
tonger. 

Other serious diseases include. tuberculosis, 
typhoid, and malarie, which sap the vitality of 
‘the people end deteriorate their condition. The 
best therapists available to tho lage mess of 
oor poople aro the village quacks, astrologer 
nd Vaidyas who not only apply thelr respective 
injunctions and medicines but also seek the help 
‘of supemstural powers and sometimes combine 
both the types of prophylactic measures. for 
curing oF proventing illness. The village quack 
‘mainly follows herbeltrectment, megiezl spell and 
Several social and dietary injunctions for curing 
‘lass. The astrologer finds out the stars which 
{21e st enemity with the person and prescribes 
Suitable rituals to restore good will ofthe stars. 
‘The Veidya follows the humoral theory end 
detects by studying the pulses the nature of 
‘imbalance between the three fundamental physio- 
logical substances—wind (Bata) bile (Pita) and 
pphlagm (Kafa) resulting in ilies end prescribes 
‘suitable herbal_medicine for restoring harmony 
land warding off the disease, 


‘The problems of health end hygiene among 
‘the most vulnerable section of the population, 
that's, women and children need special mention. 
‘Their medical needs are rarely met and they aro 
‘the worst sufferers. Th iterate village midwite 
‘attends to the delivery cases and the older 
‘women's injunctions, superstitious beliefs and 
folktales sorve ae clinic for moternal end child 
‘core in the rural areas. Added to these social and 
‘cultural factors, the low Iteracy level, poverty and 
Lunhygienic home condition help in perpetuating 
the traditional beliot system. There is 2 great 
dasire for procreating children forthe continuance 
ff progeny and alo for help in economic scti- 
Vites. But the core and well boing of the mothor 
‘and child is invariably left with the ancestral 
pirts and supreme god. Sterility is attributed to 


a 


fate end still birth to tho evil spirits (Petuni) 
Prognancy is. kept secrst zs fer es possible ond 
compligetions that ariso et the time of dalivery 
fre sorted out either by the village dhsi_ or 
theough prayers end offerings to villege gaddess. 


BARPAL! VILLAGE SERVICE 
‘tho Amorioan Friends Service Committee 
(AFSC) after several nogot:tions with the 
Gontrel and Stats Governments finally choose the 
npali Polce-Station £5 the site of 3 major 
‘social and technical assiatence project. As the 
headquarters of the project were located at 
Barpalivillego it wae cslled Barpeli Vilogo 
Service (BVS). It we steffed by on. inten 
Tone! torm of technicians, Besides thers wore 
fe fow'villege workers and heskh workers who 
belonged tothe State of Orissa. Tho edmlnis> 
trative and tachnical stoff comprised one director 
(western), ons administrative essiatence (woatern 
‘oF Indian), two agrloul wal technician (1 western 
‘and 1 Indian) three doctors. (western and Indian 
‘Including one ledy doctor), one nurse (Indian), 
fone onthropolagiat (tho author of this pepe). 
two eduestloniste (1 wostern end 1 Indien). 
fone enginoe! and mechanic (western), one 
cottage industry specialist (Indlen ot western). 
‘Tho extension tal included 10—28 vilioge 
worko's end 10—18 Indy health workers who 
|woro solooted and trained by the technical stat, 


From the steffing pattorn it i@ obvious that 
the Berpall_project was 0 multipurpose village 
ovalopment project. The nojor fields of and 
feavour wer bieed on the eroas of major nueds 
‘which were identified through various diagnostic 
‘and rocoptivity surveys conducted by the enthro~ 
ppologist of he project. Works in. agriculture, 
nimal husbandry, public health, maternal and 
child. cro, textiles, education, mechnics and 
public works wore earied on by demonsaton, 
fxtension, toeching, end experiments, The 
Village and haalth workers were stationed in 
‘iffernt villegos and worked in co-operetion 
With villegers anc vilege leaders under tho 
ochnicel guidance ond supervision of the 
{echnical staff. Tho subject-matter of the 
paper is focussed exclusively on the heelth end 
hutrtionel aspect of change and dovolepment 
In the project ares. 


‘The fong-tarm aime of the health programmes 
were ‘0 develop preventive techniques, with 
{he minimum of cutive cave, and to. improve 
the level of health in the area, One of the 
mala correlated aspects of health care is mutiion 
‘without the development of which no substained 


improvement is possible in the health of the 
people. Another inte'inked aspect is health 
fducation without which receptivity of | the 
people t> Improved heclth prectioes Would be least 
{and resistange to such innovat ons would be most. 
‘An analysis of the Integrcted end coordinated 
ffforts of the project is beyend the scope of the 
pepe. However, roforences to egricultural ond 
[Sducationdl programmes a8 they were needed for 
{he promotion of hoelth end nuatitional stetus in 
the preject stee, have’ bon made in the text 
\whetever necessary to illustrate the points. 


ANTHROPOLOGICAL SURVEYS 

‘The approzch of the project wes to meke all 
the developmental progremmes noed based ond 
fptitude beeed aid thorefore tho technical sta 
considered it unwise to tweed upon a land 
Inhebited by people about whom nothing wee 
Known to thom, Following this ccnecin the 
anthropologist tock up @ survey of receptivity 
in tho, project rea cnd collected information 
tthout (1)ersto ecmposition and ceste oecupetion, 
(2) village loedoiship. pattern, (8) ecsieuturet 
pursuits, (4) senitary condition, hoelth rrectioes 
{nd locel-mediee! practitioners, (6) educstione 
feoltias end rocivatlonat vetvitios (6) 1ui | ete 
find clafts, (7) developmental programmes 
tndereken In tho pest end underway by the 
villogeis end by governmental ogencien 
(8) villego fection end lond tenure system 
{8) other mestoie auch os important socio-cligious 
cctv 


‘The survey of recepthity eleo Included the 
study of attitude of pecplo towards the project. 


Besed on the auIWy 
occupational, eqilcultrel, end 
‘entitled, "whet goee cn round the ¥ 


seasons, 
heelth chs 
In Boxpal 


‘wee propsred ee a progiamme plenning stretegy 
land & tesching deviee for otienttion of the 
Foc 


technical and extension «bout 
situation, Tho chet 
profile and correlated activities in the 
oricukure, vegetable growing, weaving end 
feotvale. Tho rttitude survey revealed two 
Jmpoitent issue which wore considered while 
choosing « few villages trem @ lt of 77 viloos to 
bogin the work, One of the ettitudes expressed 
by the people indlorted ther ill fesing, towards 
‘tho people of ccestel districts (commonly known 
fe Cuttackias). Tho othot attitude wos related 
to @ wrong notion thet the piojest would toke 

leprosy. patients away ftom their villeges 
to some leprosorium in 2 distant plece oF 
eliminate thom by shooting them down. 


ovat 


Two main criteria wore evolved on the basis 
of the survey by which the first batch of 
villages, where the receptivity of people to the 
technical assistance programme would be most 
wee selected 


1, The villages which wore chisfly composed 
of “owner-cultivators, whore few 
labourers and 


landless 
no absentee landlords, were 


suspicious than others were excluded fiom the 
batch of villeges. Howover after careful 
jon one typical Brahmin village and 
fone Kulta(an agricultural caste) village were 
Chosen and included in tho fiat group of nine 
villagers for comparison of performance of work 
‘in these villages with ther villages. 


Broadly the programmes of work which 
‘the field of public health 
listed below, 


1. Public health services: safe water, sanita- 
ton, ond fly control, malaria cont, Immuni- 
‘ation, maternal and child health, control of 
leprosy. 


2, Medical services, including curative clinic 
‘and village hoalth clinics in outlying villages, 
‘repaid medical serviews, “improved nutition, 
‘maatment of leprosy. 


3, Teaching of village workers and health 
workers and of villagers. in schools, and house 


knowladge and techniques to local conditions. 


PROGRAMMES OF MATERNAL AND. 
CHILD CARE AND PUBLIC HEALTH 


1. Malnutrition and nutritional diseases 


Proventive medicine rather than curative work 
was the main emphasis in the project plan. 
But as It became known that there wore 
doctors in the project people from near and 
far began to visit them for consultation and 
help. Gradually stories about dramatic results 
‘of treatment spread and the number of 
patlonts Increased. From @ humanitarian point 
of view it was not possible to turn them down. 


In view of this it was necessary to set 
‘spat one dey in 2 woek for general clinic, 
‘Apart trom sever! weaknesses and dis: 
‘advantages of geting tied up to curative 
practices the clinic served two important 
urposes. It provided the project with an 
featry point tough which the staff came 
closer to the people and gained their confi- 
dence. Moreover the medical staff were able 
10 gether fist hand knowledge about the 
hpeelth needs of the srea through clinical 
‘westment. 


Very scon it became known to the doctor 
‘hat nutrition! deficiency wes the root cause 
‘of many disesses prevalent in the area. The 
Dench-mark survey of dit and food. hal 
‘of people which wes carted out by the 
‘anthropologist in the early phase of the 
Doject  revecled deficient calorie intake end. 
‘auvitional lack in the food of the people 
Of all the dofciencies protein lack was most 
‘conspicuous. Milk which isan impottant 
‘source of anime! protoin wea in short eupply 
‘and many superstitious belles and misguided 
Injunctions of locet_medicine-men and quacks 
‘stood inthe way of its use. The project 
‘met this cheapest form of first class protein 
bby importing butk quenties of skim milk 
owder, and made it available to the 
Patients at cost price and later on through 
local shopkeeper at a controlled price of 
‘about 22 cents 8 pound. Other avenues such 
288 upbreeding of poultry, and gost and 
‘cattle rearing and pisciculture wore Introduced 
nthe villages to achieve tho same ond. 
‘The ogricultul staff made vigorous ffort to 
expand vegetable growing in the area. All 
these attempts yielded results sooner of ister 
1nd the diet of the people was improved 


‘Through constant pursustion and substsined 
‘education the universal prejudice ageinst the 
drinking of milk which was. ertculeted as "milk 
will catch cold”, wes wipped out of the mind of 
the people. The remarks of the project staff 
which proved effective in getting the milk 


Grinking profused quantity of 
‘catching cold. The doctors insisted milk ee the 
‘mainstay in all cases. of mslnutrtion and with 
the help of skim milk powder and multivitamina 
could cure many nutrtionsl diseases, improve 
‘the feeling of well-being, strengthen the power 


ff tesistance and Keep the debilitating and 
‘eterivating effects of malnutrition in check, For 
many, nutitional diseeses the project doctors 
feined «reputation of being the only ones who 
wore cble to cure such maladies: One of such 
disouses is what was locally called Mecha Akhi 
(Wish eye), @ peinful ulcerated callous-like 
thickening on pressure points of feet ané toos and 
focetsionally seen on hands. . It wes 0 sign of 
Vitamin A dlficioney and the patients were ven 
‘therapeutic doses of multvitamine and in Fome 
teases. high potence Vitamin A shark lever oil, 


2 Leprosy 


‘Treatment of leprosy Is worth mentioning. Tho 
‘attiude survey Which is mentioned earlier, 
fovealad the fear in people that the project would 
fradicate this disease by cruel means. Findings of 
‘uch surveys and orientation in. social customs, 
feultural patterns, boliofs and value systom 
prevalent in the locality made the doctors feel 
the necessity for adopting s_new method of 
tieetmont which would be suited to the local 
‘socio-cultural conditions 


On consultation with the leprolagists at the 
‘Tropical Medicine School in Calcutta the doctors 
found out thst the former were not in favour 
‘of allowing lepors stend in queue with others 
in @ crowded outdoor department 


‘The western manual of health 
edvocetes tho isoletion of ein a 
Tepresorium or # leprosy colony as the approved 
method of controlling leprosy. The western 
doctors of the project who were treined 
western medical schools viewed the prescribed 
tandords of trctmont unworkablo in the Indian 
Context, Thelt opinion in this regard is quoted 
below: 


public 


This (gotening Yo western manual of Public 
Hooith-author’e) may be adequate, for contro! of 
the disocoe in tho wost, but it is quite impractie! 
in india whore the picture is entirely difforont. 
‘The cultural pettorn and superstition of | the: 
villagers together with the very. high incidence 
of tho disease and the extromly limited resource 

hecassitate a dfferont approech. Any means of 
CContiol of the disease in India thet calls for the 
‘uptooting of tho individual and transplanting 
him outside his vilege eun never hope to suceed, 
for in thie circumstance the pationt will hide 
his disease until t cen be hidden no longer. The 


evidence seems to indicete theton DDS most » 
patients ere rendered non-infectious or relatively 
fo in ebout six months. This being the case i 
is possible to. ellminste the teseivoir of infection 
without Isoletion” This is the racticet public 
health epprosch”. 


Following the local canditions the doctors of 
the project Undetook to treat tho leprosy patients 
‘at the cline. Thoy allowed the pationts to tend 
the gonoral clinic ond observed no. distinction 

tween the leprosy. patients ond other petints 
Leprosy: wes ono digecso omong others. Tho 
loprcay patient did not have to stand under 
4 level of In 8 special queue that would tract 
‘ttontion. The medicine supplied to the petients 
‘wos. diamino diphenyl sulphone (DDS) and 
‘Vitamin B in the form of yoast, Skim milk powder 
Was also supplied to them. Other medications inx 
cluded hgemetinie —multivtemins cr theosemi- 
teerbarsone which wore supplied when needed. 
DDS wes provided on payment ct a feo of 
Re. 1100 ¢ month whoroes other medicines were 
supplied free cf any charges. In the first three 
vyeats 8= many as seven hundred ceses were 
treated and. rendered. symptom free, Alter they 
felt hopeful they were encouraged to resume 
their occupations 


3, Venereal diseases and sterility 


Another field where equally stertling and 
miraculous resulte were schieved wes the teat 
Tent for venereal disoases end consequent 
sterility, Both syphille end gonotthea were 
‘common in the aree and the devastating effects 
‘of syphilis were repeated abortions, sil births 
‘and neonstal deaths. The health workers contact 
with’ village women rovosled that even in many 
well-to-do and respectable femilios such deva- 
stating effects on pregnancy were of repeated 
‘occurance, ‘These people did not come forward 
{or medica! ald end it wos dificult” t0 approach 
such ene, Any attempt to got dotalls wos 
Tesisted and any health worker epproached. 
house whore stil births were of ropected occur~ 
rence sho wes not allowed in and dismissed in @ 
‘minute's time declaring that everybody wos 


woll in the house, Sometimes the front 
doot of the house wes closed while the health 
‘worker was standing outside end this was done 


10 express rocontment 


‘Atto: euch Initiot huddles end episodes wore 
‘overcome a women of a rich and influential 
family of brass workers caste who had lost many 
children but longed for one to keep the progeny 
doing was picked up with difficulty. Both herself 


‘and her husband ware tested simultaneously with 
peniclin. Sho was pregnant when the treatment 
‘wae started, AS a spacial prectution she wes 
‘given five extra doses during her last. month, 
‘When tho time for delvory approached the haekth 
‘workers attended the case and helped het. The 
Usual practice ct employing village hal wes 
‘complotly elimin2ted in this case. A healthy life 
‘baby weighing 10 poundsan unusual event in 
the child bearing history of the family wes born 
and thare was joy and smile in overybody’s fo 
twos necessary to. treat the baby during Is 
first month of life with additional ponicilin, 


Th» mother followed not only slledvicw 
to diet and mother and child care but also missed 
‘no chance of attending the clinic for routine 
checkup, Nows of this cas spread. throughout 
tho ares, the numbor of such caa9s increased 
‘and the result wos 9 substantial number of tive 
births where previously the shocking. stillbirths 
[pervaded the scene. In one placo tho lody doctor 
hos. writen, "we did not tose any babies of 
‘mothers 80 treated in pregnancy 60 for es wo 
know". A cure for sterility was not only 2 
humanitarian act in tho sense that # child ino 
childless home wos e matter of Joy and. security 

cially in old. ago but it oly enabled tho 
houlth workors ond medical statf to reach the 
‘hour of women, tho most neglected and vuin« 
ble section of the population and ellevicto thoir 
suffering. 


4, Water-soal Lotrine. 


Disoases like dysentery, typhoid, cholora and 
‘thor types of worm infected enterie troubles 
‘re most common in the project area. People 
have no idea about germ theory and contamin 
tion, and therefore are not in @ postion to beliove 
that tho ontoric troubles are due to thei habit of 
rinking water from polluted sources. ond of 
efecating in open fields. In an effort of improv 
ing ture! environmental sanitary conditions 1 
Baipali Village Seivice designed a low ccst 
latrne and doveloped a pump well for village use. 


‘The wa 


0a latine requires an oree of sbout 


20 Sq.ft. for Installetion, including the fence 
‘round it It is necessary to plece near it largo, 
earthenware vessel or an empty kercein tin 


‘containing water to use for flushing and pereonat 
cleaning after uso. A small pot or tin is el 
necessary for washing stor essing. A broom 
is needed to swoop the surroundings end 
sometimes the Inner part of tho Istrine. After 
using the latine it requites flushing to posh the 


‘oxcieta out into the pit ove 
hos. been Installed. 


whieh the latrines 
‘The average amount ot 
water required to flush the ltrine. i bout two 
liters. Pit diameter is -30 “inches, A pit cf 
three feet depth will lest ebout one end @ 
half yoe1s for family of five members 


This tino was devised In. such a menner 
‘thet villegers ean have it without much expense 
‘and use It without much hardship. The cost 
ff the latrine sleb wes fied at Re. 7 by the 
project which sterted manufacturing the slabs in 
Its own campus, The totrine requires &. sma 
space for installation and the fence can be 
talsed around It by using branches end twigs 
fof trees. It requires. much less weter for 
flushing end Is odour fo end noeds no special 
scavenging and cleaning 


The project in its sanitary enginacting section 
manufectured water-sea! latrines and sold out to 

governmental officos end 
‘Atthe end of the thidd yoer 
‘a suivey wes earicd out to find out whether of 
ot the latrines sold to priveto individu 
families end schools in the project «rea wore 
sctuotly installed and used, end if not ueed 


to adventage, to detormine whet were the 
resistunces to tho use of this latrine, Out 
of 138 woter-seal latines sold in 23 villus 


1 rendom sample of 90 familes, individusls ond 
G10Up8 using 8B latinas in theee 28 vileces 
‘ae included in the survey. 


‘Tho survey indicated thet 49 por cont of all 
fomilies studied (38°6 por cont of vilego temiliee 
studied) wore using these latines regulciy 
485 per cont of all families wero using the ltrine 
leregulany; the remainder of the lerines were not 
In Uso at tho time of the study. Mon end 
children wore using the latrine more trequerty 
while the smaller numbor of women using the 
latving wes ettdbuted particultly to. thor custom 
(of going out to the fields In groups, for bething 
nd toilet cctivities, combined | with. socie! 
‘gathering end gossipping. Lack of undorstzncing 
fof the proper method of flushing the letrine 
(eauiring an excess mount of water) end ick 
‘of reedily ovollable sources of water, ws 
Important ccuses of resistance tothe uce of the 
lating. A number of villagote thought tet the 
latrines wore unhyglenie end meny_ people 
‘wore unaccustemed to use this typo of latine. 
Inadequate follow-up by the vilege workers 
‘was responsibls for meny latrines. being used 
Inadoqustely or lying unused 


5, Pump well 

Asimilar attempt was made by the project 
to provide © sau'e2 of drinking water which 
‘would not 2 con:aminated. Both techaical 
‘and extension staff of th project wled their 
best to educate tha people in tho use of 
Unconsaminatsd water. Walls and tanks all 


present in tho area were subjected to contamina 
tion end thore wie no. possi 
pips water 


of providing 
jn tho near future, In such a 


‘of a pump and thare was no accoss by. moans 
ff the usual rope and bucket. It was also. the 
Intontion of the project to encou'ag2 villager 
10 contribute free labour as woll as bocome 
Involved tn planning out of datals 


Bofore the programme was implemented « 
‘survey Ws conducted In some villages. to find 
fut th? sourees of drinking water, types. of 
wolls, ownership of such wells, motorists used 
for construction, availability of materials. in the 
locality, people's participation, usce of wells and 
‘approximate cost for digging. and other expen 

{0 lining or ston» packing, pardpet and platform, 
2, attitude of people towards woll water and 
post experiences of succoss and fallure in woll 
digging activities, Based on tho data tho 
project took up thls programme ia. such 
Willagos whore it was most likely to succeed, 
Wien It was successful in one oF two ville 
people from othr villages cams forward on 
{hair own t0 havo puma walls in thoir villages, 
{mn large. villagas different wards competod. with 
‘each othr and had each a pump wall. This type 
‘of pump woll wae not only populor in tho 
project area but there. was also. a demand fiom 
‘many governmental dopartmonts. for installing 
‘such walle in their respective institutions and 
organizations. 


‘Tho enthusiasm shown by people in. the 
extonsion of the work and installation of hand 
‘pump was not marked in tho use of water from 
such will, Poopla continued to draw their 
cupply from tho same polluted eources. in 
‘of intensive propaganda “Drink woll wat 
‘ave your life 
ui 

In many placas tho handle of th» pump broke 
down and tho puma was left unused even after 
replacomant. Tha valve of the puma being 
‘mado of leathit coused situal pollution of the 
water. People thouBht that the velve wis made 
fof cow hide and the contact of the valve with 


‘and 
through personal approach and 
al shows. 


‘wator polluted it and rendered unacceptable. tn 
femall but haterogsnous villages whote it was 
‘not possible to install more than one well on 
‘conomic grounds the harians were not allowed 


by the clean castes to use the well, It is the 
women who fetch water for li domestic 
purposes. The custom prevelant in the area. is 


‘thst tho women go out in groups once in the 
‘morning and once in the evening to the tank 
Sido, atond to the call of nature take bath and 
fetch water. This social get-togother ie 
eliminated by the use of pump and of lctrine. 
‘Taking evurything into consideration it was 
‘evident that such factors as. caste systom, ritual 
pollstion, old habit, taste, mechanical defect, 
‘te, stood jointly in th» way of adoption of this 
Innovation, 


HOPE FOR FUTURE 
‘An overall picture of tho directed change 

Introduced in. the pagsant commanity by Barpali 

Village Seivico in the field of public hoalth 

during 1952-62 shows how important and 

Useful Anthropology was in the social ond 

technical assistance proj 

coften blamad. for thoi 

Intentioned dovelopmentel 


programmes, 
tochnicel exports inmost cases do not sve 
‘ny talovance of contibutions of anthropologlats 
‘and othor social scientists in developmental 


projects, 


This ignoronce Is largely due to detect, 
training on the part of the technicians. One of 
‘tho mast important social principles which is 
not known to the technical exports is that 
human beings feact to situations in ways which 
‘ore dictated by their culturally detorminad 
fravitonmant in which they live. They act logl- 
cally in torms of thei” culty. established 
Knowledge. No human society whethor it is 
{ receiver or a donor is excoption to this rule, 


‘The purposive anthropologice!_ studies which 
‘wore conducted at Barpali have cloatly revealed 
‘an interplay of multiplicity of facilitating and 
Inhibiting factors. A particular factor tends 
to be non-tosistant in one situstion, but it 
becomas militant in enother situation.  Cortain 
factors ato difficult of dotection nd prediction 
In th> implementation stage of @ prog’ammo, 
but thoy suddenly com? to surface and manifest 
in {ull form when the programme is. ready 
for use. 


A dataled first-hand knowledga ebout the 
saciel tructute and alignment, cultural pattern 
and velue system has been found very useful to 


stoor cloar of many mistakes which are likely 
to be committed in programme-planning and 
implementation for want of such knowledge. 
More of such opportunities for team as were 
provided by the AFSC will meet two urgent 


‘needs, one releting to the building up of a 
date bank of anthropology in public health end 
‘the other to the exrengthening of co-ordintion 
between social scientite and medical precti- 
toners for the developmont of people. 
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Concept of debt among the 


Dongria Kondhs 


‘Tho subject of primitive economy has not been 
popular among the social scientats m= yet. Very 
Hite work has so tar been dane by the 
‘economists and anthropologists in this field. 
Indebtedness, one of the important aspects of 
rimitive economy has tse not boon properly 
investigated. 


All primitive societies have same sort of 
‘economic organisstion. What sil societies hove 
in common are thet they make use of netu'at 
resources, technology. division of labour, use of 
markets and come form of money. But tho 
‘specific insttutionslizction of these may 
radically. 


vey 


‘The credit systsm and Its concept hes not bec 
properly attended t9 both by the econcmisie and 
‘anthropologists though the credit structure is 
‘studied in @ stray menner among the aboriginals 
of Austille, New Gulnce and Atlee. Credit oo 
it functions in the ordinary and ritual exchange of 

society having a reletivcly complcx economic 
‘structure has not been studied systematically os 
yet. In Indie, iis most a virgin field for research. 
To quote Horskovits “Morkots and middlemen are 
frequently encountered in non-literate socleties o¢ 
‘ids to business enterprise of verious euvts 
(He-akovits, 1952). It is @ challenging problem 
for the sclontits, the adminietators, — the 
philanthropists end the social workers that the 
‘bale aro hoovily indebted end thoy are outright 
‘exploited by the middlemen at the cost of thelr 
slimplicty ond ignovenece. 

In the yeor 1958, while undortkiog « study on 
the school-going children cmong the Dongrie 
Kondha, one of the primitive. seetions of the 
Kondh community, |" hed an oppotenity 19 
bs01ve the credit relationship between the two 
‘communities, the Dongrie Kondh and the Domb, 


1" 


P. S. Das Patnaik. 


& Scheduled Ceste community. About thiny-six 
persons belonging 10 both the communitioe 
onfrontcd. the then Specicl Officer, Tlbal and 
‘Rural Wolfore Department. Orissa to. discuss tho 
‘debt position of the Dongria Kondh and to. 
Tiquidsto their outstanding debts. Duiing tho 
discussions, the Dongrin Kondbe  putforth 

inst the Bombs daubing 
the fetters cs Patkers (chests). From ths, 
ccnlooker would get en impvession thet ‘both ti 
communities are, a6, at. deggers drawn with 
each other. But to my uter surprise, it was 
found our thet the seme Dongrie Kundh who wes 
‘s0 enimeted in his cecusction egeinet the Dombs, 
Gain approached the same persons for loan on 
the seength of the relationship of Sei (bond 
‘Tiends). This eoomaly in bohsviour poses a 
problem which attvectad mo to underieke the 
‘reseot study. Another factor of estecticn was 
‘introduction of Purchest-sale and Fult-Prce ship 
‘Schemo in the Dongria arcs. The schime wos 
‘introduced primaily to protect the wibsle agcinst 
‘the exploitation by tho money-lenders, wa 
believed: thet by Intioduciog auch scheme the 
tibels Would teke sdvanteye of It anc get felt= 
price for thelr products. It wae snticipetid that 
this would eradicate indebtedness. trom among 
‘thom and ensure a bettor econcmic footing, But 
the findings were just opposite and the objective 
could not be attained ex the Dongria Kondhs 
‘could not be conclusively persuaded ti oxtieto 
themselves ftom the network of their vedlticnal 
selitionshipe. 


In view of tho specific timitetion of this 
‘problem the following hycothesle wore formu 
lated to oigenize the study. Fitst, the ctedit 
relationships of the Dong'i= Kondhs encempses 
‘composite serie of cctvites both economir 
‘and:non-economic. Secondly, the cancer! of 


debt has a different cultural connotation for the 
Dongrie Kondh. Which is to be discussed here 
inthis article. They do not go by the mode 
concopt of debt. Anything borrowed eithor 

‘crsh or kind is not consideed to be 2 toon. 
Simitsly anything oxtacted in exchange of this 
temporary bsp oither through fair or foul eneans 
ip not considared to be undue for the Dombs. 
‘These footings aro the outcome of a network of 
symbiotic ‘elstionships established since pest. 


This 1eciprocet reletionship hss. been histori- 
‘cally evolved and has structurciy resolved. the 
ppurvnily conflicting intoroste of the two. 
‘communities. The Dong is Kondh economy is 
{to o'gtnized that the allocation of labour end 
Tend. the orginization of wok in production 
process and the disposition of produced goods 
fre expressions of underlying ‘Kinship obligation, 
‘iba affiliation and religions and mort duty. 
Tn such an economy the bulk of esources and 
jproduets are transacted In non-market spheres, 
Shen thoit economy different fom our own are 
nelytod, the concepts employed are differnt 
to thelr structures or psrformances. Indebtedness. 
Which lain economic behaviour ia lagely 
(Governed by different principles of organizations, 
fiferent sevetions, diferent. inetiutionelizations 
fof economic mchaniam nd different moral 
‘values for judging worth and performances. This 
Seonomic transection cannot be underwood 
‘without the aoclel obligation. The entive econ0- 
mic motive—why the Dong'ia Kondha bortow 
fom the Dombe slon® but net from other sources. 
le only duo to certain non-economic relationships 
which motivate ths Dongs Kordh to bovow 
from tha Domb. The non-economic motives are 
ptonily  incovperated Imo the economic 
models” whon we analyse the relationship 
botween the two communities. As Oniz save 
"Economic medal ean 
‘lly non-economic ectivites” (Oniz 1927) 
Howover, to snalyso ths credit rolationship, 
but indiszensible ‘to analyse the natural inter 
ction of social, culture! ad oconomic activities, 
Inet ution poles and rolstionthips within the 
saviety tho entire social proves. 


‘The vest s:ea of 260 squore miles, studded 
with sky-serapping hills, surounded by infested 
forests te called th Niyrmgti hills—the | sbode 
fof the Dong:ia Kondh, one of the most backward 
tribes of Orissa. The Niyamgii hill rengee ate 
shunted in the Bissm-Custock police-station of, 
Gunupur and Reyagada Subdivisions inthe 
distict of Ko aput. Almost 0 century and half 


‘290, the British officisle (Maeprison, 1852, Com 
‘bell 1884) feetured this tube very. prominently 
for their nainous prectices of female infanticide 
‘and humen sacrifice. Another scheduled caste, 
locally known o8 the Domb also inhabit. with the 
Dongria Kendhs. Almost ell the villages ore 
exclusively inhabited by these two communit 

‘The Dombs sre immigranss from the plains of the 
distiets of Belongir 2nd Kalchandi end have 
permanently settled In the Dongrla Kondh orea. 


The Dongris Kandhs ore primarily. shitting 
‘cultivators. Other than millets and cereals which 
they produes from their swidden, they «ro 0lso 
enouned horticulturists, Almost «lof their 
‘economic sctivitios, socket relationships ond reli~ 
‘ious prectices are iatogrlly connected with 
‘hitting cubivation. 


Indebtedness is the most acute snd _compli- 
‘cated problem omong the Dongsia Kondh. | Ordi- 
navily they could glean and roep adoqueto 
Emount of food materiale. to live in primitive 
fifivence. This Belance with nature is. seriously 
islocsted by the economic process, the domi 
fant festure of which is indebtedness, 


‘Sinee time immemorial, the Dongria Kondhs 
‘ae being perpetually exploited ty tho Domb 
resulting in a severe daticit in the budget of 
individtt families. The eccumutation of inde, 
btodness now outstrips the economic input of 
‘the indobted femiica, A small eurvey of 22 
femvlies during the year 1982-89 revosle: thot 
the. per caplta/ snqual oan (incleding both 
ccurent and old) ie Rs, 7290 only. 


Wedska Poji of village Gortol, borrowed 
Rs. 6/-and 8 Manas (1 Mana=1_ Kilogram) of 
Kosla-rice ia. the month of July 1981 from 
‘Sikoka Basu of the same village, The purpose 


‘wes to repay his outstanding loan which he 
hed taken from Palkia Kendopani, Domb of 
‘the seme village. In the year 1979, Poji hed 
incurred loan fiom the Domb in order to moet 
the expenses towaide 9 shamenistic seance on 

oan 


‘account of his ailing child, Against t 
Ihe hed montgeged three of his jacktruit tese, 


When Paji dsloyed the repsyment. Pal 
annoyed and demanded 2 more jackfruit woe 
‘with ruts towards interest. accrued thore upon 
Since 1979, To cepay the losn of Kendspeni, he 
‘proached his own ‘cousin, Besu and borrowed 
Re. 6/-. Besy extended the loan with an undk 


2 


standing thot Paji should repey_ It in the nox 
harvest in tho shepe of kind with an excess of 
26 per cent rate of interest, 

Pall gave beck the loan to the Domb. but not 
the interest for which he could not releese his 
B Jacktrut wees 

In the year 1982, Peli psld back 12 Manes 
for (12) Kilograms) of Kosle-tice to Betu, his 
cousin as per the contset but could not’ poy 
‘the cash foan, In exchange therefore, he gave 
8 mur bets of plantain toes, 


{n the year 1983, when Kandapeni demanded 
Intereet, Pali gave 2 more jackfuit traes towerds 


interost, On enquiry it wes ascertained thet 
Pali died in the same year and his son Wedake 
Drimba pald Interest for one year” only to 


Kandapeni and got rela 
‘008, 


sed 2 of his jocktrut 


However, in English Dietior 
"something owed to another, © labiliy, an 
obligetion”. In Encyclopaedia Britanien debs 
Ii defined a9, "8 defini sum due by;one person 
to another". In general ueo it means that 
ftomething not owned by the user but tempo- 
rari teken ftom with tho. 
Undorstanding of roturning tho same either with 
‘an exce88 over It oF without any oxcess, To 
the Dongria Kondhs.enything taken “for use ond 
ven buck after some sinw is not considered 
abt, It is tathor conctived «8 a kind of 


rv, debt means 


Imutuel glve-and-teke relotionthip. The ces 
cited bove mokos furthor close the ususl 
Conception of debt omong them, Some. of 


salient fectures of which ao deteiled below, 

41, A Loin is sought whon necdad. Louns ate 
conttectad when a porson Is not able to. meet 
his nctme) requirements ftom hie own incom? 
or when unforescen events demand extra 
expenditure, 

2. loon is extended eithor in cesh of in 
kind’0r both, 


3, The standerd for determining the time limit 
‘of a loon depends on tho ereditwoxthiness of the 
debtor ond the financial standing ofthe creditor, 


4, (2) Tha rote of intorest is determined in 
‘every. individuol case. by mutusl  egreement 
between the two pattie, It depends on the 
Personsl relationship between the two paties, 

(0) In 0x60 of a breach of contcct oF if one 
becomes . defoulter, the rete of interest. Is 
‘enhanced from the rato originlly ecntacted, This 
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fenhenced rate of interest is collected cither in 
‘ceth of in_kind but im mast cases in kind. The 
Koudh creditor is liberal towerds nother Kondh 
defoulter_wherees the Domb creditor in no cxeo 
affords to be liberal towards any of hie debtors, 


(2) lis also evident that instesd of Interest 
bbeing cheiged, an excoss (Faida) is collected in 


kiod elongwith tho principal amount. It so 
heppens when the crediter is a Demb and the 
debior Is a Kendh. In such eeses the creditor 


‘mekes © pre-caleulation of his profit and secor~ 
ingly contacts sects to be mortgaged. The 
ebtor t00, does not mind to part with when he 
‘or she peesesses such assets. Tho feeling is that 
‘when the debtor is immediately helped, the 
‘reaitor must be helped in the long run, 


(@) The debtor may be exempted trem paying, 
‘tho interest in case if he can plecse the creditor 
with humility or established good relationship be 
It the Kondh or the Domb, 


5, (a) Almost all tho foons axe sought on ovat 
contracts, Ne witten document. is. melnteined 
fither by the Kondh or the Domb” creditor 
Records aro maintelned only fer the transactions 
with stctutory credit egoncies like Binks and 
Lame 


(2) Tho Domb creditor does not maintein any. 
record for two reesons firstly in the. absence of 
4 written document he could exploit the. ilterato 
Kondh end secondly in the ehanging ecntoxt of 
‘growing awareness hi identity cw moncy-lendor 
‘cen never bo disclose, 


6. (@) All losns are obtained for © 
Purpose whieh is considered es urgent in 
In clmost all the ceses, the purpose 

revecled by the debror to che creditor. 


(6) The rate of interest algo veries according 
Yo the acuteness of tho requirement. The mate 
Uigent the need, the more the The Domb 
‘reditor takes. advantego of the urgency of the 
Kondh. This is bacause lending is considered cs 
Feciprecal obligation by the Koadh creditor where 
ts fer the Domb itis an ceenomic. transaction 
‘governed by profit end loss. 


7. Ussble persons assets like, eropped-field, 
lanteins, tees “of cconomic velue are kept 
‘ortgeged by the cieditor for ecvencing s loam. 
‘The creditors in generol cmd the Domb credo 
in pariculer make use of thee mottgeged items 
‘and ecm a living which ig partly the meinsiay of 
the life of the Domb, 


8, Ifthe debtor isnot thoroughly known to 
the creditor or the creditor casts doubt on the 
integrity of the debiar, personal surty is. sought 
for sxtending a loa). Ths prcctioo ts more 
frequent emang tho Kendh debtor and creditor 
then among the Kondh debtor and Domb 
ffediior, 118 because, the Domb creditor firstly, 
Knows tho axtraskill ss to how ho ean collect 
his amount from the Kondh even in thy worst 
situation and secondly, he wants to k.ep tho 
transaction aecrot between him and the dobtor, 
‘Whoroas tho Kondh creditor when extends toan 
to another Kondh, ho bears in mind the fact 
that porsonel surety is. must for he cannot rely 
his oven men 8 thoy are bound to oo another 
in such a way that at gome or othor level thare 
‘may atioe a rift botwoen them, 


9, Advanco payment by the creditor to the 
ebior fo: any purpose is also considered as 
fan. 


10, Repayment is made if loan is take 
Payment is mede before or just aftor the expiry 
fof the tetm, AB Is evient. repayment should 
bbe mado in full but not in. instalments. which is 
considered to be a dotauiting sct by the debtor. 
Recovary by instalments is not grievously viewed 
but tha debtor thereby loses his own right over 
hig lees2d out property. On the other hend the 
creditor is put 108 favourable position by not 
losing his claim over the mortgaged property 
‘and goes on enjoying the benefits for yoars 
together until the final repayment is made. 


11, A compound rata of interest (Faida) in 
‘oxcess of the repayment of loan is also given 
bby the debtor while repaying loan. tis. taken 
forcibly without the consignment of the debtor 


12. Loan is slag brought from the Govern 
‘mont Agency. It Is extended mainly in cash, 


12, Government loan is intrest free for thu 
Dongria Kona 


414. A Bond-papar is exocuted by the Govern 
mont batoro exiending loan. Loaa is given on 
‘writen contieet 


16. Governmont loan is glvon fhofore 0 witn 
‘ho belongs to the debtor's community. 


16, An assot roglter is maintained by the 
Yocal Government agency against which loans 
ate advanced to the Dangria Kondh. 

‘Thus, ell these above mentioned transactions 
‘constitute a ‘Debt’ for the Dongria Kondh, 
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0, on analysing loan according to the Dongria 
Kondh can be brosdly defined as follows—Loan 
‘embraces all types of wansactions whether ca 
fF kind which a person brings a3 ber his requir 
tment either froma Domb, 2 non-tribal creditor 
‘or fom a trbal creditor or from the Government 
‘Agency for a specific poriod and for a specific. 
purpose; either orally or executing writen 
‘document, with interest oF without peying any 
Inara, ete by keping, morgage ot, witout 

ing any mortgagos, ether by giving excess 
{eae or without ging ent excete, ster BY 
porsonal surety of without my personel surety 
fand it must bo repaid within tho stipulated. time 
feithor partially ot fully or in excess. without 
breaching the contract. Mf these clements aro 
ot prosent in any transaction the Dongria Kondh 
fi rehuotant to oecept it as debt. 


So far és the fegtl definition of loan i 
concerned, it is as follows—An advance 
‘whether of money or In kind on interest made 
‘by a money-lendor having dealt the transection 
‘on. document bearing Inturet executed in respect 
ff past liablity any such transaction which in 
Substance, ie a loan (Orisse money lending Act. 
Section 2 of Act of 1969—as amended by 
‘Act-XVill and XVII of 1949 and XVIV_ of 
4951 and Regulation V of 1949.and 1951 and 
Flos up-to-date), What amounts under the 
‘Act—(i) An advanes in money of in kind, 
(i) The advance must carry interest end. 
(ii) There must be a condition of repayment. 


IW the conception of loan as pr.valent among 
‘the Dongria Kondh Is compared with that of 
loge! definition of loan, we find that loon 
Secarding to the Dongria Kondh is en advanco 
fithor ineash of in kind but it is necesseriy 
hot extended always with interest. In the Kondh 
eociety locn is also extonced in free of intrest 
‘when the transaction takes place within. the 
Kondh community and between the Konah and 
the Govornmen: Agenoy. Secondly, no written 
fxecution is made when the transaction tekos 
place within the community. with outsiders 
that le, the Domb, excepting of couree with 
the Governmont Agency, Thirdly, condition 
fof fopaymet though Involved In tho transaction, 
Ts not lagally followed or stlctly adhered to, 
acllly When the tansaction is. made with the 
Domb, Thus, tho tribal conesption of loan is 
different rom’ the legal conception of loan. 


Howover, the Dongsla Kondhs have a limited 
view of incuring loan which is confined to 
tholr own society and culture. The bi-sociat 


‘community living in the hills has further nacrowed 
‘the scope of understanding lesn in the context 
cof wider society. 


‘Tho Dongria Kondh hes hie way of considera- 
tion of incuring debt within the bounds of the 
ocio-cultw'al ties among thom and betwo 
them end the Domb and nobody else. That is 
why the Kondh ls reluctant to opproach any 


fother Agency for loan as he coneldors it 
undignified and undesirable. The Kondh 
believes in performance of socio-economic. ties 
than the temporary economic relationship with 
‘the creditor, Without the socio-cultural 
Consideration which is of paremount importance 
{for thelr life and living in the rugged hills for 
‘away from the modern society the Kondh ie net 
willing to seek losn from alion agencies. 
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A glimpse of social life of the 


Lanjia Saora 


Seora Land 

‘The Lanjie Saoras,  gection of the great Stora 
‘vibe are one of the primitive tibes of Orissa 
‘The tribe ‘Saore' or ‘Sebare’ Is known to all in 
India se mention of it is made in our ancient 
Iitereturee. It would porhaps mean that the 
Aryans deoignstod all the jungle tribes with 
‘which thoy come in contect as Sebates, 
Cunningham hes coroborated thet in ancient 
times whenever tho name. Sabara_ is mentioned, 
|’ moant all the cboriginals who ere now called 
Colarians. Nevertheless the Sobara entered over 
f vast taritory from Uttar Pradesh in the west 


tupto Orissa. in. the East. The ll Rheria of 
Dholbhum call themselves es Sabsras, and. the 
Juang of Keonjhar donot hostate to trace theit 


‘origin ftom the Sabere, From theso roferences 
itis rather diffeult to accurately delineate the 
‘geegtaphicel dimensions of Sabara tribe. 


The Soores are mostly concentisted in the 
Parlekhemundl subdivision of Ganjam district 
‘and. Pottesingl atea of Gunupur — subdivision 
‘of Koraput district. This is one of the most 
Insceessible parts of tho Stato of, Orissa, Here 
ranges of hile o'ies-cross tho eroa,"small. streams 
‘nd tivulats flow in all directions around the 
alloys, nature with all its endowments present 
In its naked revelestions, tigors end mola 

Intwrcopt H/o movement, money lenders and 
potty traders move from dawn to dusk, end 
plains men ere afraid of spending nights 
Elwin has rightly deseribed the Saora country 
‘26 0n0 of tho most picturesque lands in the 
country. But all its beauty is marred by 
lunhealthy climote, Anophel mosquitoes a 

plenty. in the area, and fever is a common 
feature of tho land. Added to it are the habits 
fof Saoras, who throw all their dirt and derbis 
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‘on the village roads. Tho excreta of the pigs 
‘and dit, omit foul odour and. provide breeding 
‘rounds of the germs. 


‘The high hill ranges donot permit opening up 
‘of new toads. Thro ate mainly five principal 
roads, (@) from Berhempur to. Parlekhomundi, 
(®) Poralakhemundi to Serongo, (e) Gunupur to 
Pottangi, (a) Khajurineda to Nuagadn, (@) trom 
CChellgads to. Ramagir. All” these rosds 
‘are failly good roads which ere open through= 
out the yoer. 


The hills of the Scora land are between 
'3000'—4000" in altitude. On the North Sorongo. 
‘and Ajayogede high lends stand as great 
batriors, Mahendiagiri and Devegiri stend ce 
two posts. The Junteng hill towards the 
South follows thelr sulte. Bad Deo and Retni 
ranges sotround Udayzgir! area, Down below 
ie the Pottesing! valloy, with, terreced fields 
and patchos of forests. in Udayegiti aren there 
Is stil somo thick patches of forests. The foxd 
from Udayagii to Parimal and. Jholarsingl. ond 
Parimal to Nucgads pass through thick patch 
But jn other parts forests hive considerably 
Vanished. The hills look devolete due to 
‘oxpansion of shifting cultivation and the 
thick woods which once harboured. variot 
ff wild animols have thinned down. Broedly, 
the vegetation. is of moist type in which 
SHOREATERMINALIA-ADINA sores ore dominant. 
‘As Sal in tho vigorous coppicer and regenerates, 
‘abundantly in the clearings it, dominates over 
Besides that there 
and croepors seen 


‘Tho soll of this region Is dotermined by rliot 
vegetation and parent rock meterials, It Is 


classified into laterite or tera. sll formed 
‘under topical rainy climate with » pronounced 
‘dry seeson (Gaussen, Legris & Vier, 1987), 


The bio-climate of the area Is hot and humid, 
‘The whole year can broadly bs divided into 
‘three seesons. The Winter stars from the month 
cof November and continues up to February. The 
‘Summer stars from March and lasts up to June. 
‘The Rainy season begins trom July and conti 
‘yos til September. Mey is the hottest month 
‘of the year, mean dally 
boing 323°C (901°F) and tho mecn daily 
‘minimum temperature 268°C. With the onset 
‘of monsoons in the third week of June the day 
temperature gradually decreases and the night 
temperature continues es it in Summer. At 
the end of September tumporature decreases 
rogressively end repidly. December is tho 
oldest month with mec’ daily minimum 
ftomperawure of 162°C (61-2°F) end the 
meen daily maximum tempersture of 269°C 
(80°F). 


‘The avsrege rainfall of the area ie 1295mm 
(65"). The rainfall increases from the pleine 
{© the hills as the mont progresses. The South- 
‘West monscons come to the ares by the second 
week of June cnd the entire crea gots meximum 
rainfall during ies per 
month and. the evereg 
65 days. 


Population 
‘The Seores are found in alms all the districts 
‘of the State, However, they ere msinly con 
entated in the disticts of Genjom ond Koraput. 
The total porulation of the Saoras in different 
‘census yoars is presented below: 


Consus year 


1981 
1961 
1971 


‘Thote above census figures show thet the 
tribe is on the increase. Within a span of ten 
‘yoars from 1961 to 1971 the tribe hes ‘egistered 
‘8 growth rate of about 10 per cont. The total 
‘numberof toretes emong the Sores ere 34,802 
‘sccording to Census 1971 and the percentage 
of iterates to total tribal population Is only 10°. 


Divisions: 


‘mutta work on brass and sell the producte to 
‘other Seoras. The Raikcs who live in Reyagede, 
‘mutta, donot est animal flesh. The Kinds! oF 
Tenkala Saoras are basket makers end work on 
‘bombocs. They exchange and sell the baskets 
{for food grzins and other houschold articles, 
The Assi Seoras ete considered low like Doms 
‘28 they est bed. The Juni Scores cut dete- 
alms and sre found in Jirang and. Remgid 
‘sees. The Kenchor of  Beckomundi ie good 
archers and the Kurumbs Szoras are shifting 
cultivetors. In addition to these sections there 
ere Kumbits who are potters, the Ganter who 
work on bell metal and the Luat are bleck-smithe, 
(Ofel these sections the Lenjie, c= they ere called 
by cthers, are in e real primitive stage. They ore 
‘called Lanjia_ because of tho manner of putting 
‘on the loin-cloth in which # long tell hangs 
behind. They are also celled Malue a8 they live 
fon the uplends or Mala. The Lanjia group is 
‘numericelly superior than other e¢ctions. 
Physica! characteristics, language end dress 

‘The somstoscopic features v8 found among the 
Sactes aro as. follows 

Helght—medium 

‘Skin colour—brown to light brown 

Builé— athletic 

Head form—Iong 

Fece—long generally some with marked 

rygoms. 

Forehead—high and ascending 

Nose profilo—etreight 

Nose shepe—brosd 

Eyes—nerrow but not oblique 

Head hsir—plenty wevy to deep wavy 

Body hl-—seanty 
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‘The language of tho Szoras belong to munda 
group of languaga as distinguished from tho 
Dravidian and Aryan linguistic femilie. So, 
Tinguistieally, tho Saoras. stand apert trom the 

Dravidian spocking tribes. |The 
is vety difficult and peculiar in 
ite structure which Is. called ‘sora’. The loto 
Gidugu Romemurti Pantulu hes published 
dictionnyy of the Saora language, 


uring olden days, tho women folk used 10 
woar just a skit andthe men only loin cloth 
‘Theso textes wore wovon In those days by 
the Dom from yarn hand-spun by the Saore 
‘themselves, This type of dress patton ar 
found now-a-days in the most interior areas of 
Sagads and Pottasing! velloys. 


Settlement pattorn 

‘The settlement pattem of Saore vilages do 
rot confirm to any definite pettern, {tis mostly 
fF compact type as the houses are built on 
ditferent uneven terraces on the hillslopes. The 
hhouses are jumbled up here and there and 
nerrow lanes and_ alleys running up ond down 
the toraces between houses. 


Now-e-days, the traditions! houses have 
undergone sevorel transformations. However, 
reas the old typeof 
houses are sot ‘the houses. are 
Tectengulae in’ shape built over @ high plinth. 
‘The sizo of the house js 44 mt.X 4-1 mt. and 
the height of the house is approximately 3 mt 
‘The floor is made up of bitton earth and the walls 

made up of mainly bamboo of wooden pillars 
flastored with mud. The walls of the house are 
Coloured with red earth. The root of the house 
fs made up of bamboo snd wooden rods which 
‘re proportionately tiod with sill creeper and. is 
thatohed by a varity of grass collected from 
forest 


‘The Suore houses are single roomed and 

ea big shelf with strong 
‘stands covering three-fourth of the room. On 
this shel all the tiles. of the house stating 
fiom foodgrains to small ttbts ote kept. The 
‘open space inside the room is meant for husking 
Drains and for dining, Tho hearth is always 
placed in fat cotner of the house adjoining to @ 
wall, The inner walls of the house are decor 
ted with ikone in honour of thelr Gods and 
‘ancestor 
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Economic life 


‘The economic life of the Saores mainly cen 
tues around agriculture. They practise two types 
(of agrieulture—shifting cultivation Inthe. hill 
‘lope and terrace cultivation in the gentle slope: 
fat the foot hil. They supplement thelr income 
fiom land by foraging #nd food gathering 
Mango, Mahula end Mushrooms constitute 
Important alleetions in Seasons. Minor forest 
‘produce such a Koranja ond Tola seeds which 
fre oxtracted for oll, gress used for meking 
broom-sticks and many types of medicinal herbs 
which thoy collect during thelr leisure time moet 
their own needs at home end form an important 
supplomentary eource of income. 


‘The wild. animale 


18 become scarce es 8 
result of shvinkage of forests and. therefore 
hunting has become an livegular feature 
‘mong the Seore 


‘The Saora ate the best toraced cultivetors, 
“The terraced fields in whieh water flows through- 
‘out the year re locally called sarroba end are 
fexolusively meant for peddy cultivetion. The 
Upper terraces which ate dry is locally celled 
‘as Jyenum and used fot cultivating Regi 
(lusine corocena), Biri (phsseolusmungo) and 
Kuti (dalichos biflorus. 


‘The terraces avo built right up the beds of the 
hill steams and extonds many hundreds of foot 
from the depths of the valloys to tho hillslopes 
tnd. in some places rising upto. the hill-tops, 
‘The torraces aro works of grest engineering skill. 
‘The platform of ech torraco le. flet throughout 
tnd thofall of ach terrece Is stone pocked. 
‘The construction of the terraces is 60 ingeneously 
‘nd ekilfully made that no soil is cariled down 
‘with the water that flows from tho higher 
tarraces to the lower, 


‘Tho terrace fields are privately owned and 
handed down fiom fother to ont. These aro 
valuable assets to the Saores and sometimes 
‘mortgaged to local money and paddy lenders 
Who aro mostly of ‘Pana’ community. 


‘Two varietis of paddy are grown in tho 
terrace fields, caily variety called Ambedhan and 
late vatitycélled Badedhan. The 


‘calender of agricultural operations connected 
‘with terace fields are given below. 


Agricultural operations of terrace cultivation 


ily varity Namo of Work Lato variety 
(month) (month) 
” @ @ 


Dwoumnbus ., Preparation of ed June 
bed. 
February. Transplantation uly 
Aor Weeding ++ September 
‘May-June,. Harvest November- 
Decomber 


Rog! ie cultivated in dry fields, No manure 
is oppliod in theae fields. Tho transplantation of 

‘stats after the fit shower of rains and 
‘weeding and harvesting in the months of July 
Land October respectively. 


‘The Seores grow pumpkin, cucumber, bean, 
pineapple, tobacco, maize and ginger in their 
kitehsn gardens. 


“The Saoras observe certcin ftuale in_ connec 
tion with teraced cultivation. The principal one 
ie conn-cted with transplantation. Before, the 
feedings. are pulled up for transplantetion, a 
fitual is performed in seed bed, On this 
‘occasion died fish and fowl are offered toa 
‘daly called Java, The beliefs that the deity 
wil be pleased and protect’ the plents_ from 
pests. and ensure # good harvest, 


Shifting cultivation 

In adcition to wet or terrace cultivation the 
Saotas prectivo shifting cultivation quite exten- 
‘ively, The sifting cultivation iu known by the 
form “"Bagods chats" among them and each ond 
‘very family has a fow patches of swiddens 
‘ithor inthe hil lope, or at the ill-tops  yiok 
ding mainly minor millate and pul 


‘Among the Saoves the swiddens aro ovined 
individusly snd ata handed down on hereditary 
basis although theie is no lagal document in 
euppott of their ovintship rights. They conceive 
of themselves not 48 belonging to their cnoestal 
widens but rath t es owning them in their 
attitude theta is oll the proud possessiveness of 
‘the land owners in tre plains who vigorously 


dofend ther right against eny legal enerosctt 
ment. The land itself, the timbor and. fruit trees, 
and game snimals are as dec as life to the 
Saores. Generally pecking the focal point ofall 
activities in the Ssora society Is land and the root 
uso of Saora fitury i land alienation, 


Every Saora villge hes a wall defined 
boundary and ita inhabitants ery on shitting 
‘oultivation In the hils located within tho village 
oundary, Some hills ao close to. the village 
‘and others are ota. distance. Treationally the 
hills aro datibutad on the bes's of | Birinda or 
‘extonded family, Members of a particular Brinda 
‘uted to havo ewiddens exclusively in 9 hill and 
‘no outsider was allowed to shaie the hill for 
shifting cukivetion. But with the increase. in 
population and outmigration have boen 
‘change noticed in this pattern. Today cases of 
outsiders cultivsting hills bolorging to @ Birinda 
‘other than thelr own are not unknown. 


the 


‘A piece of land is used for cultivation for two 
to thiee yeers when euccessivaly diferent ropa 
fare sown. Then it is sbundoned so thet it could 
recuperate, A. miked ofop of cereals, minor 
millets and pulses such <3 elusine corocona, 
ppenicum lilisve and penicum italicum, sorghum 
‘valgaro, penisetum typhoideum, cajanus cajan end 
dolchos biflarus ere grown in the swiddons, This 
practice of growing mixed crops is dictated by 
Their food habit and ecological condition, The 
shortening of recuperative cycle, which is due 
to tho shortage of and and population explosion, 
hhas caused more damage to the vegetation in 
the swiddens. 


‘Tho Sacras werk the soll by s piece of hoo 
called Gubie, Unlike the Juang of North Orissa, 
thoy do not uso plough in the swiddens, 


‘The monthly eslonder of egricultural opera 
tions connected with shiting cultivation i 
‘lven below: 


Monte Nature of woik 


Novembet-Docomber Forest clearing, Debushing 


March os Biting 
‘April Dibbling, sowing 
June Weeding 


August-Janucry .. Wetching, harvesting 


Certain Ftuale cre ettached to shifting cultiva, 
tion. A ceiemeny Is performed on the day of 
owing. Before the seods remixed and sown, 
‘bos deaet tho vil ge Buya and Kundan worship the 
hnlleGods by offering them Vquor and seerficing 
fowl and gost, A smell ituel which involves the 
offering ct sither a tow! of 8 gost tothe hil 
God called Barusim ip observed towards tho ond 
of August ster Kengu Is harvested, The next 
oremony follows before Jene is threshed. ond 
Konduln i harvested. On this ovcasion, fowls cre 
offered 10 the illsGode, Among tho 8 
there ie a boll hit if theso ceremonies 
performed they will get good erop from tho 
‘widens, 


he principal food ofthe Geore is gruel (oe!) 
propared out of ico or regi oF jana ot ghantia. 
Besides, they toke vegetcbles grovn in kitchen 
gardens end. fuis, roa 

honey collected from forest. The non-vegetaian 
food 's much mero ‘lished then the vegotarian 
diet and no festival is observed and no. guest 
is entertsined without non-vegetatn food 


Social Organization 
life of the Saotes is_knit around 
jonship with the living 2e_ well 
2 dead and there 13 8 continuous process of 
reciprocstion. This process is manifested in 
ditferen: sociel_organizetions and the community 
Iie is pregnant with this ideal. ‘The environment 
in which tha Score live makas them feel helpless. 
without» strong bond of corporate living, that 
‘ives way ta corparete thinking. Tho ecremonies 
id festivals of the Saoces 216 the o¢casions 
when the social bonds exo commsrted. 


‘The smallest soci! unit smong the Seovas Is 
family which is mestly of nuclear type, Gone 
rally family comprise parents ond unmarsiod 
children. They have no exogamous totemic een, 
‘no phates end no moetiec, The main exogamous 
unt lathe lineage which is called Bitinds, Tho 
‘members of @ Blrinda. which ie based on att. 
Ninaage buliove 0 have descended from a common 
mole ancestor. women dovs not change her 
irinda. mombotehip even efter mariage. 


Life cycle 

Blith—Tho Soores love tholr childion very 
‘much. Whon © women proves 10 be barron, the 
fan may mary another women or adopt a child. 
‘Tho prognant women does hor usual Work up 10 
‘tho time of delivery. When the labour pein starts 
‘eho Is confired in a room which is gonerally a 
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comer of the house. At the time of delivery, aq 
‘oxporlenced elderly lady cf the vilage or ef the 
adjolning vilege officiates os midwife, She ruts 
tha cbdomen of the pregnent woman. with 
‘xstor cll nd this process faclitatee wasy dk 
very. The umbilical cord is cut bY tho midwife 
with @ charp edged arrow. The placenta, le 
then burried In « pit in one comer of the court 
yard ofthe house, Then the mother end the 
newly bon baby tako bath by topid wat 
pollution period is obsoived for seven days. On 
the seventh doy the woman takes beth and cooks. 
food which is shored by the fomcles of the. 
house. Gencrally they piofer tho memes of the 
ancestors for naming the child 


Muarrioge—Leniis mariage is not on elaborate 
affair. 1Uis rather queer that the people who 
‘spend most of their 


consummate 
martigge in uch 'e simple wey. Out of the 
different forms of mattiages prevalent in thelr 
socisty vie meriiege by arrangement, cepture, 
Gervice, tho S2ores have secepted the fist form 
fs tho rule and others at exceptions. Polygamy. 
in tho form of pelygyny Is. widely prevalent 
lamong them, The Scorée say that if ¢ person 
hhes move field to clear, he cen go. fo: Several 
‘wives, 98 each of the wives can cleat 9 pateh of 
land, ‘thereby enhsreing the economic cenaition 
‘of the femily 


In eranged martages, the patents and sole 
tions of she gioom take initistive, Gunerally 
Iegotiations ato made according tc. the statue 
‘of both the parties, In somo cases i is noticed 
thet © men from lower Biiinda hes married a 
Woman of highor Blrinds by offering more pots 
of liquor to bride's parents. The bride price 

locally known es “Panshal". ‘The amount of 
ppanshel varies betwoun Rs. 60:00 to. Re. 80:00 
fnd 8 pots of country liquor, The Scores gene 
rally prfor to many the diughter of their matere 
nl_uncle. The father of the boy ascompcnied 
‘by some kintmen visits g's house with pot full 
of wine. I the git's parents approve the propo 
‘ol the wine pot is accepted and drunk In the 
Dresenco of somo Important persone of the 
village. However in this typo ‘of mal 
‘pinion of tho gil is also socked, ‘Thereafter, the 
‘afoom's fathor eccompenied by some kinsmon 
Visits the bride's house on more then one occas 
sion with ane oF more pots of liquor 


In one of such ocesslone an ctraw is token 
‘and engagement is finziged: on anather day, the 
‘amount of bride-price is discussed and finaleed. 


Bride-price is paid generally in both cash and 
kind, On tho appointed day, groom's men visit 
the glr's house for betrothal and bring nine pote 
‘of wine. On this occasion, they were entertained 

meat 


with festive meals consisting of rice, but 
‘and liquor. On> year thoroufter, the bride ie 
brought to the groom's house. The day is cole- 


by dancing and drinking and fom thet 
they ate weeogniged ox husband and wite 


‘The Svores also practice both sororato und 
levitate forms. of murlege, jay man can many his 
docovsed wife's younger sister and women con 
marty her deceseed husband's younger brother 


Death rites 

‘The Saorae oramato thelt doads, But portone 
‘ying of cholera end small-pox cre buried. As 
ctomstion is 9 family function, toma members 
collect wood for the pyre. The girls who are 
tralned to act 96 assistants in fureral itoe fetch 
‘water and prepare turmerie paste. Then the corpse 
ig carried to tho cremation ground accompanied 
by musical band. Oa the day following cremation, 
‘the family mamboie of deceased visit the ctoma- 
tion ground to-examino the ashes and to find out 
the sign of the cause of death. In the evening, @ 
ow! is killed in the cremation ground and cooked 
with rico and bitter leaves which ie shared by the 
‘mos nae of the vilage. Then, ala @ year oF two 
the Gusr ceremony Is obssived. Ox this occasion 


monhirs ero plented and a large numbor of butfa- 
foes ere sacrificed. This ls generally followed by 
three successive Keiye ceremony in every 


second or third year to commemorate end to 


honour tho deeds of that particular period, This 
ceremony is generally observed in the months of 
March oF April which ie generally vested as off 
season for agricultural operations. 


Religion 
Perhae religion of no other tribes is $0 élae 
borate thet of the Lanjia Seoras. From the 


‘olden times. the Suoras of Orissa ore associored 
‘with worship of the “Lord Jagannath”. Elwin hae 
travelled. through the jength and. breadth of the 
Soor county and hae described the. belefe and 
practices of the Saoras at longth. It is true. that 


without undurstanding the religion of sis tribe, 


‘cam not underatend any other agpocts of their 
fo, The Snorae believe in number of Gods and 
Gcddvsses which are invoked and p-opitiated 40 
that they “may grant proepesity and happiness £0 
them. These Gods ara worshipped in dif 
‘ways at different times. Besides, the Scores 
believe in encestral spits who sto constantly 
‘watchful of the doings of the living generation 
‘Any. omission or negligence, —byoach of taboo and 
customary law on the pert of the living generation 
‘i followed by diseose, death or trouble. tot 
family and to the villagers. According to. tho 
‘Saoias, the diseases are caused duc to the anger 
of tho deities, anocstors. and black-mogic of the 
sorcerors. The sligious functionaries of the 
village is known as Kudan who also wotk 3s 
ambassador 10 the wotld of the Goda and convey 
the plessure and displeasures of the divines to 
livings. The Scores offer food, drink, meat and 
liquor to the Kuden at difforent occasions, 
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Role of kinship in the 
Juangs of Keonjhar di 


JJua0ga 910 mainly. contined to thy Koonihar 
‘and Dhankanal distets of Orgs, Whoeas in 
Dhonkonal distict tho Juongs ate found to 


‘bo acculturated duo to constant cultura contact 
ln tho distict of Keonjnar they are stil found 
with thoir teaditional culture, Tho Juongs of 
Koanihir diavict therefore, attmat a. spacial 
atontion fo the mote’ eonvontional studios 
like kinship in the fald of social anthropoloay. 
‘The sapacts of Kinehip which has boon 
dslinested inthis panes, is. mostly collected 
Jn Gonasika and Jenghira arecs for the study 


of Juangs in the hills and plains droas 
reepectively. The present paper is mainly 
based on the one-month fold work _ which 


was. conducted in the year 1978 for the patti 
fuiilmont of tho M, Se. dogree in Anthropalogy. 


‘The institution of kinship is basod on the 
desoont snd maminge, BY bith one primorily 
becomes» kin membot of the family, ko, 
the acquis @ fixed place among Wis primary 
king. Thus tho kin relation extends to the 
secondery, tortiory degroos bath In the pater- 
nal side as wall as motomal side. tn. this 
‘way ono belongs 10 all sorts of descent 
‘groups, tke lan, lineago, too! deacont 
‘qroups etc. By descent he is ettached 10. ell 
his consanguines or blood vwetives and by 
‘morioge, he i equally rolted to all his 
affine, Within. this kinship -notwork hoe 
ted to all his kin_membore by which his 
ocia! Ma a regulated or promoted, Through 
tho kinship tie he I related to hie. Kinsmen 
surrounding In tho socloty. Juange of 
Keanjhar 310 no excoption to it. It is. tho 
kinship that plays @ vital role in satistying 
their basic moods, From tho childhood days, 
Lup to tho dosth, all members. of tho eocioty, 
‘maintain their social toletionships in econom'c, 


Social life of 
strict, Orissa 


Jagannath Dash 


Political, juridical and situsl fds ae a Gove 
porate. unit. Hore jn this context within th 
hhomogonoous society of Juangs, a8 it 

aleoady discussed, 
for social intogrity plays many @ roles, in 
diferent flolds of thelr social fe, which are 
1 follows: 


io 
kinship 98 2 mochaniam 


(a) Kinship a8 a Mechanism for Stable Eco- 
omic Co-operation: 

Idoolly ecen Juang village consists of the 
members of one clan or Khil that forms a 
local doscent group. Thus all the mombore 
of the village or local deecent group functions 
as 8 corporate unit for satisfying their basle 
economic neods. Esch village if confined. to 
its tetort fond beyond which they nove 
fexpect any lend for cultwation. Now-a-davs, 
in the chonging Juang villages, however, 
mombers of different Khils or clans ave found, 
Stil, tho other clon members perfectly. maine 
tain’ the norms and rvlos of tho local descent 


‘group and. function like corporate -unit, 
cont‘adicting which, tho membership is 
annulled, 


Mainly Juongs satisfy their major oconomie 


eed through shifting cultivation, They moet 
Sustenanoe, tivalihocd from it. Shifting 
cultivtion in tho ily oroas roquiwe a 


collective oF eo-oporativa Iabour for clearing 
the bushes, grasses, burning of the tro08, 
‘showing of seeds, "watching the crop and 


In this monnor traditionally the local descent 
Group was a corporat>” land-owning group 
‘and land was given 10 exch member by tho 
‘common docision. As per the ideal cattern 
{for ach and every mombsr, tho whole descent 
‘group had to labour for clearing tha jungle 
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‘and propating the land for cultivation. Thon 
all other activiies ke sowing of seeds, 
‘watching the crop, harvesting, et=. were to be 
pprformod by the concerned household members. 


But now in the plains areas, even ater 
owning wetlands, they are stil performing 
shiting cultivation’ ag well as other age 


cultural works as 2 cotyorate unit as in the 
traditional order. 


Now, attor facing many changes in the 
socio-cultural aspects, Juangs try to keep 
their economic co-operation intact with the 
kinship. They are given wot-land by the 
Governmont, which has changed their tradi- 
tonal way of shifting cultivation to tomo 
fextont. Unlike for the shitting cultivation, 
‘they require oxen, ploughing implements, 
batter goods, etc. for such wet-land culti- 
vation works. Thotefore, poor Juangs esta- 
blish ritual kinship with the members of the 
‘other caste oF endogamous groups, in order 
to get help in agricultural works. So for 
‘these. informal requirements oF reationships, 9 
formal ritual kinship is vital according to their 
notion, Besides the field of situs! kinship, 
‘now-a-days becoming land owning members, 
Jusngs. also ty to adopt polygymy to heve 
more hands to work for grestar production. 
Howaver with all these changes, shitting 
cultivation is given no. less Importance. 


Establishment of ritual kinship ‘is not the only 
source of getting help in agricultural work. 
Ono's own affines and consanguines are sso 
‘given priority in such co-operation based 
‘activity. When one is in need, he may get 


‘with him.” Generally “during harvesting time, 


{all such co-operation occur. | have come across 
‘2 numbor of such cases whore affines, usually 
‘come to halp their ~Bandhu’ or son-in-law, 


In shifting cultivation aa well as other 
agricultural works, kinship does not differentiate 
the mombors according to their ex. All females 
‘10 equally co-operative ike males. When the 
‘males cut the trees of burn them, the females 
With sickles clean the gresses to prepare the 
fold: for cultivation. They also similarly take 
part in harvesting works. During the licure 
Aime, females support thelr household economy 


‘out of date-palm leaves, snd 
Products like gums, oll-séeds, 
‘re-wood, etc. 


When the members of the local descent group 
face any disorder in the economic stability or 
they require to adopt something new into their 
traditional economic system, they solve or moot 
by the common decision insted through a 
conference, comprising the elders of the local 
descent group. The immigrants from other 
focal descent groups, ero given residence, and 
‘membership in their descent group by the 
‘common decision of the village inthe presence 
of the village head or Ardhan. They are given 
‘ownership over a land for shitting cultivation 
{rom the village teritory by the decision of all 
‘the members of the local descent group, and if 
they misuse it, they are deprived of the land 
in the similar process, 


Juangs, by the kinship network, 
co-operntive for tho fulfilment of economle need 
‘that, they 28 single. endogamous unit observe 
fertzin rituale in thie concer. They stictly 
‘observe ‘Amba Nuzkhia” Dhana Nuakbia’ rituals, 
After the harvest of the peddy is completed, 
‘Robody is allowed to take new rice before ’Nua- 
‘khia" cetemony is over. They believe that if some 
‘ons brooks this rule, then ho will be eaten by 
the tiger. Incase somebody brocks this rule, 
‘the village elder members decide it in the 
‘Majang’ and he is punished to pay some rice 
2 fine. Similely new greens and mengoss 
of the year are taken after 8 ceremony. 


In other occasions lke marriages when a poor 
‘one requires some economic assistance for the 
payment of bride price, of eoremonis! feast, 
his kin members come forward (fines or 
Cconsanguines) help him. The invited effines 
‘28 well es conssnguines, coming to the 
‘marriage, bring with them rice, goat of hen 
presentation in order to help him, Likewee in 
death or bith pollutions the kin members elto 
‘help the concerned person through rice or othor 
types of commodities, 


(6) Kinship ensures smooth observance of 
rituals end ceremonies for strenj 
‘thening the interrelationship among 
the kins. 

Many 2 rtusls ond coremonies, Juangs follow 
in their fife cycle. In the hilly non-irrigated 
‘eos, Poor Juange have to work hard in ofder 
‘to meet their basic needs, throughout — the 


year. Amist all theee hardship and toll of the 
Year, they enjoy their life in thier own wey 
to the fullest extent mainly through different 


tituale and coremonies. are smoothly operated 
by the help of kin members. All these coremonien 


From the birth to desth, itis found that 2 
umber of rituels such <8, bith, desth, merrisge, 
Nuskhia, Ashadhi, Pouss Pune), Gamhe Pune! 
tc. are observed colourtily with ecstasy. 


Binh—Binh slweys brings @ jorousness 
‘among the kin members. But at the same time 
it brings In_pollution to the kin members of the 
minimal lincege group. The pollution is 
followed up to the seventh day of the birth 
Motner's ‘brother and father usually visit the 
‘now bor-bsby jn some way help the 
ouske with rice ete, Simerly father’s sister 
‘iso comes. Til the completion of the seventh 
day the concerned membets do not touch 
‘other members outside their minimal Hineage 
Gnd. ete forbidden to teke fh of meat ete. 
‘On the seventh day “Namu’ (MBs) comes ar 
the members of the concemed minim! lineege 
ropkee thelr old earthen pots by new ones and 
seosme, puified. It je caked “Util. On 
the seme Gay the fore-fathers sre offered with 
Hurt ot drinks it 1s aleo offered to ‘Dharam- 
Dobeta" and ‘Besckimet’ 


On the twenty frst dey the boby is given 
the nema which ls generally given by “Memo” 
(MoBr) or fatho’s sister, But now-g-deys the 
Wet-nurses or ‘Dhale’ are auggesting nemes for 
‘the babies 


Desth—Lke bith, death also ensures 
pollution, emong the members of the lincege 
Group. The dead body “Gx” is ekem to. the 
Binat ground by the help of the Banchy or 
Kutumb members of the village. The | mattl- 
fateral kins end elgo father's slates are informed 
titer the funeral pyre is over. However the kin 
rember of one's own focal descent group 
come forward fet to help for the funeral 
Geromony.,Thele sre also some restrictions 
ogerding the carrying of « corpse by the kirs. 


‘Attor ‘Goje'_ls bunt ot buried, putficatory 
ceremony or “Sudhi'tual is dene. There is no 
fixed dey for the putificatory ceremony. 
Generally efter the death, both the iteral kine 
‘and. other elfines are informed nd ee scon es 
fhe Kins come, the ‘Sudho"- ritual is performed. 
‘Thus it takes plece efter two ot three devs or 
five days et meximum Till the end of the 
‘Sudha ceremony, the cettiers of the “Gsjc' oF 
Corpee os well a8 the concetned femily members 
do not teke non-vegetarien food or cil and 
‘Usually sleep in the Mejeng. They do not touch 
‘other members. Purification is solely performed 
by the maternal uncle of “Memu'. 
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‘The kin members comprising the collaterals 
‘end members of the minimzl lineage group help 
{he concerned persons of the deed person's 
{emily by bringing with them rice, gost, hen ete. 
After the purfiestory ceremony is over the 
members of the minimzl lineege wash their 
Clothes, wash the Majang end heme with cow= 
dong end replace the old ecrthen pots by new 
ones. 


Merisge—Mertege is nothing but an 
institution thet esiebllshes a kinship reletion 
between wo gioups ef people, one 6 the 
bride-giving group and the other es the brid 
receiving group. In this way It promotes the 
atfinal Kinship relation. 


In the Juang manicg® ceremony, it ie the 
‘oicom's party, who bects ell the expenditures 
Kewards memiege for bride-price, ceremoniel 
feast, etc, But bride's party is less concerned 
‘cbout such expenditures. All tho bride's 
Villages come with her to the gioom’s and 
fenjoy the feast there, Therefore the burden 
(Of uty and expenditure. Is more for the. groon'e 
former Generally they fnvite Kinemen who come 
to the gtcom’s merticge and donate him some 
fomount of rice, gost of hen es presentations 
Generally ‘Mamu" brings mere emount_of oft 
Besides tl theee the groom also gets help. from 
bis patraterol kins within the tineago, 


In the mentioge ceremony the members of tho 
focal descent gicup such os Kangers and 
Bhendios help in changu beeting end inaplring 
the ceremony, In the feest they equelly help 
the groom's femily to serve focd items to the 
Villeguis ct the bride, and treat them well in 
‘order 10 Keep up thoir village prestige. 


(On the first dey efter the mariage ceremony 
-negem’ helps to offer “Juil’ or drink to 
fore-tethers. Then from among the members of 
the loce! descent group, only Kutumb members 
perform the ‘Kedelete’ ceremony ecco 
{heir eiety divisions. Thus. with the co-opere~ 
Yon of all the kin members, the marriage 
feremony fs smocthly opetated etrengshening 
{he inter-relationship meng kins and different 
kin. groupe, 

‘Other Ceremonies—Now coming to other 
rituels and ceremonies, Nuakhie (Greens, Paddy 
Sed Mengo) is akeeoy descibed extier. Pausa 
Punel ie enothet situsl thet is petformed by 
‘common conttibution. On that day esch adult 
member of the local descent group contibutes 
tice to ‘Nagem’, the situel heed of 


‘the village. He, with mango leaves (Aleaxak), 
tuimeric (Sasang), vermilion and raw tice 
(Barunkup) worships the village deity, Then 
Nogams contribution of paddy ls Kept in the 
‘Malang and in th» ‘Akhaya Trhiya’ situa! itis 
distributed to all tho villagers equally and they 
sow them in tholr respective fields, Tho rest 
fof the. paddy is then divided Into threo shares, 
First share is given to the Komanda. (Nagam and 
‘Ardhan), the secand is givin to the Bauntoe 
(oll the morsied persons) and tho thid is given 
to the Kongers and Solans (unmarled boys. and 
its), The peddy is invested for proparing 
cetkes (Balok). Lastly all tho juniors of thi 
village grost the soniars by bowing down th 
hhoads before thom and they say it Juhar’, In 
the samo wey "Gamha' ritual is also performed 
by the co-operation of tho vi 


1ar0 not invited epecially in th 


(©) Kinship a8 @ deviee for Social Control 

To mest, the individual or group intorests or 
‘geal, the society or culture. always consists of 
‘move oF less shored rules, norms for glaying. the 
‘game of ordored social life, By imposing tule 
laws 0: forces es per the social norms, the 
Soa life of mambers of the society. ie promoted 
‘conformity to cultural codes, which in othr way 
{establ'sh the social control. 


‘The Society is nothing but an organized 
aggregation of individuals. The members of 
‘of society (homogeneous) are rethor bound 
together by a normal force of Kinship thst unites 
‘thom, dissolving their inequalities, disturbances 

iahes 8 tangulty at large. Thus Kinship 
2 device for soelal contol. 


In ths homoganeous Juang society, each and 
‘every membar of the society is always conformed 
to the social or local norms. The moral force of 
kinship is always thore to contol thelr behaviours, 
‘ways of life in the violation or deviance of local 
Norms. Tho gensral rules aro imalicit. In. thelr 
behaviour, dogply Ingralned. In. thot habit and 
‘unconscious mental procossos. 


Thus in ths Juang society, thoro are diferent 
‘ways of maimaining thair sexual, joking, avoid- 
‘ance roligious, economis behaviours, ets, and at 
the sam: time, thero 970. leaders holding laws 
‘and powers to maintain the doviance or violation 
‘f such behaviouts as cer the cultural code. 

Juangs maintain incest taboo. very strictly 
‘They always try 10 maintain a moral or legal 
Sexual Iife a6 por the sanction of the society 
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Within their endogamy, clan is considered exelu 
ively a5 exogamous, Deviation it rare and it is 
‘counteracted by thoir unconscious mora! force, 
Insets their marriage rules as. wells regula 
the marital life. No Juang is allowed to marry 
within his own clan. It is considered as. incostur 
‘0u8, because thoy treat thelr lan members as 
‘onsanguines or bloodrolativos as descendents 
of an unknown common ancostor. Thoy call uch 
mombors os ‘Kutumbs’ ond the affines as 
“Bandhus. 


Prosmarita relations among the young gle and 
boys of tho aime clan is similarly takonas Incost 
80 a8 t0 provent it the Kangors or unmartied 
boys after thir initiation use to sleepin the 
“Majong or youth dotmitory, They ate no more 
allowed to sleep with the mother in tho hut 
Similorly Solans or unmarried gils sleep In a 
rate hut moant for thom, guided by an old 
widow of the village, Brother-sistor avoidance, 
{and fathst-daughter avoidance are also. cultura 
Pattemed in order to prevent tho incest of 
1 Until the constuc- 
tion of the neolocal home for the newly wedded 

the daughter-in-law sloops with her 

law in tho hut for which the father-In- 

lew and the mertied son have to eleep in the 
‘Majong’ 

Both joking and avoidance rules in the field of 
kinship interaction, provide ways of controlling, 
and relieving protsures at the stress points of 3 
social system, hence are subtle but important 
forces of socis! contol, 


inthe Juang society Joking is most commonly 
confined to the members of one's own moiety, 
that Je, among the persons of alternate genera- 
tions, It is elso found with coitain affines. like 
1B:Wi, otc, Usually members who take thom 
srlves a8 equols make jokings: In this wey. the 
Intorporsonal behaviours are regulated smoothly, 
8 they take no offence to tease each other 
Tho practice of cross-cousin marriage with tho 
‘mother's brother's son oF doughtar pertains 3 
ort of rospocttul behaviour with MoBr. 
Avoidance is syicly obsorved between tho 
‘membor8 of thy two molety grougs. Bosides thi 
brother-sistor avoidance, fother-daughter evoid- 
‘ance with wife's elder stor, avoidanco with 
hhusbond's elder brother, ete, also contibute to 
provent Incostuous activities, Familiarity with 
wife's Younger sictrs may give rise to sororal 
typos of maicgo and at the samo time familin|ty 
‘husband's younger brother, may lead tothe pract'co 
of junior levirete marciegs, Thus within the"Wweb 


fof kinship through a number of petterned_bena- 
‘viours and rules: Juangs control thei: social life 
“smoothiy. 

‘They sentence heavy punishments for incest. 
For simple illegal sexual offers the sceused may 
bbe fined cr compsliod to marry the gil. But in 
incestuous activities, though the punishment 
diflers from one local doscent group to athe: yet 
‘the accused is casted out of the society very 
‘often, Nobody likes to marry them, For breaking 
the rules of Nuakhia coremany of mango, 
‘and greens, thay punish simply with some fines. 


Uke that of incest, killing a cow is alo taken 
‘48.4 serious offence in the local descent group. 
{All his kinsmen mainty his eonsanguines in the 
Tineage group isolete him, teat him Hike an un= 
{touchablo and inno way he ls helped by them, 
‘Through begging aims with a svew-rops around 
‘the nock. he is punished to collect tice for the 
penance. In this way he is given twelve years 
‘of time for the penance, violation of which 
‘comes to oUt-czsto him from the Juong society 
During the period of penance the atfines help 
hhim in somo way or other by supplying food, ete 
but they do not touch him. After the rice 
collection through begging is completed. he has 
‘0 move around the fire soven times and to shave 
the hair cleanly. Then he himseit cooks and 
sorves {0 his Kiamembers both atfines and 
Consonguinee of the local descent group, after 
which he gets back hie previous status in 
the LOG. 


(@) Kinship a8 8 Mechanism for Socializa. 

tion 

‘The individual's learning of the soles of is 
‘own society oF culture is commonly known 26 
socialization. It helps a human being to fit 
more adequately into his social environment. 
‘Tho specific ‘spheres in the training of child 
Include instructions to team good manners, 
habits and moraities of the society, os well ae 
training in ots end crat's and important 
knowledge in traditional core and rituals. 


In the cbove perspective, it is the kinship 
18 8 mochanism, which socislizes the children oF 
‘youngsters of the society. A child is helpless 
at tho timo of bith. He ig Brought up through 
diffrent stages of rearing, leaining, otc. by the 
help of ‘his parents. First of al, ho establishes 
his feca-to-face relationship with his. family 
‘members like father, mother, brothor nd sister, 
‘ote. Thus from the etl childhoed, only his 
primey kins train him in diferent ways 88 per 
the social notms, behavious, traditions, ete 
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Within the sphere of face-to-fece contact, 
{father and mother ‘are gtectly responsible for 
developing the social or cukuret concepts of @ 
‘Juang child. A 'son is more skin to his father 
‘who tins him es a hard working and disci- 
lined member of the locsl group a6 well 26 
the society. Thus father trains him rs to be 
2 Jueng in true sense. With fathor he joins 
in egiicuturel works: practically and theoretically 
fhe comes. to know’ the economic resourcos 
emily mancgement, ete. in his leter life. In. the 
‘Same way, the son of medicine man Raul ot 
‘wevionel Serder gets tcining about the respec 
tive hereditary professions which enable him 
to succocd his father’s position in the socley. 
‘On the ether hand, when a Juang gil grows up 
her mother tains her in different domestie 
‘esponeiblities. She learns househeld o* domestic 
‘works Hike cooking, bringing of drinking water 
fiom the stierm, cleening the house with 
cow-dung and serving of food, ste. from her 
‘mother. After etteining maturity the mother 
trains her about esscatial: of tho sex end futuro 
‘married Ife and teaches her the restrictions 
taboos. etc, during het _menstivation  poviod. 
‘The brothers. end sisters during childhood days 
Jnteract with each other like ploymates. During 
this time they imitate different types of group 
‘etivties. In later life elder brother is expacted 
to control the younger brothers and sistore 
‘asthe family head. Grown up or adult brothors 
usually work co-operatively inthe field and 
{forest by which the Younger ones learn 80 mony 
ings ftom the elders. Similarly the younger 
istors loan bout the vex from tho elderly 
‘married eisters of othor females of the family 


Outside the family, one directly mixse with 
hie lineage members who are equal to him 
Jn ¢92, goneration and sex. Thus unmartied 
‘Juang boys oF ‘Kongerki” form @ group, perform 
‘chengu-dance and in some czees ossiet in rituals 
performances by the training of | tho 
‘senior lineage members, By this a eonse of 
co-opotetiveness is inculcoted into their minds. 
In this way kin members in various ways 
Socialize thele younger generations in order to 
mcke them competent successors of ‘the local 
escent group. In marriages end other rituals 
‘and ceremonies the Kengars iolp the elders 
bby beating chengus end dancing, When thoy 
become efficient cnough for working, they 
collectively go to the forest and collect fro= 
wood and other fores: products. On the other 
hand Selans hold their unity. in e similar manner 
and function 2s 2 supniementary group in 


different recreational activities tke dance, feast, 
te. While in the group, they imitate each 
cothers behaviour, mode of tzlking, dress pattern, 
‘eesy process of performing vsrlous works, 
ursing yourger babies, ete. 


‘Tho joking members of the lineage got ample 
so0pe to most cach other in sny ocoéslon, which 
Provides @ lot for socialization. The grand 
Perents, while joking with thelr grand children 
‘wll the mythical stories about their otigin, 
heroic deeds by which, these legends, traditional 
‘stories pass from genoretion to genctation and 
the younger generations, become conscious of 
‘their glorious pest. Besides all these the lineage 
fldess. very often toach the youthe about th 
mistokes and try to guide them in riuals, core 
‘monies lke mattioge, ete, 


‘Thus itis seen that a Juang by the help of 
his surrounding kinsmen, gets trainings rogarding 
hiv role to be played by him as a member of 


the Jucng society in ditforent spheres of 
‘activities ike soelal, economic, politlal, 
religious, ete 

(@) Kinship 8 0 device for settling inter- 


group conflicts 

Conflict slways occurs due 10 breaking of 
norme or rules that uphold the Interest between, 
two Individuals ur groups. Conflet occurs 
‘univoselly in every soclety, But itis always 
faubsided by tho Kinship. lion that binds 
the two Involved groups together. Within one 
fendogamous Group Juangs elwayé give priority 
10 thoir kinship relation which balances tholt 
Interests and dissolves conflict. 


Inthe family lovel, conflict between husband 
land wite is a common hippening In the Juang 
society, Gonorally it happens duo to. ml 
‘underetandings in common housshold affalrs, 
Which aye aftowards, dissolved by tho: 
poronte-In-lews.  Simieily brother-lstor and. 
perent-child'en conflicts are elways subsided by 
the senior kinsmen in the lineage 


Coming to int 
found that conf 
rituals, coremoni 


group conflict, It is generally 
its often happen in difforent 
in which obsttuction of any 
sort of interest botwven two interacting groups 
‘causes conflict. Within the maximal lineage oF 
local descent group, different lineeges may arise 
‘some kind of conflict, over some base iseues like 
landholding matters, economic and ether socio 
Faligious intorests. In theeo cages the oldere 
alongwith the village hesdman in the Majong 
decid and dissolve it by mutually establishing 
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theif common interests. Similarly in situals and 
‘ceremonies Iike Nuakhia, Puss or Gemho Punel, 
sts ms Ter ioe IM bce 
the local group, a conflict natuclly ailses. When 
fone rOUp follows thees tele and others donot 
join It or creete eny odd situation, then it 
hampers the common interest, but on the 
cethorside, the basic blood relationship behind 
‘them a6 the descondants of # common ancestor, 
‘applies a moval force which solves the. situstion 
without much aifficuhy. 


In mariage ceremony, conflicts may also aro 
{due t0, any kind of misbehaviour by sny_ fine 
‘OUP to the other or Inebilty to pay the bride- 
Price in full, Often the conflict between husband 
1nd wite also involves the two concerned. affine! 
kin. groups in the conflict. Within one month, 
stay In thoir locality, 1 have come accross 80 
‘many such conflicts. The elderly persons of both 
the Bandhu villages slong with thelr heedmen 
decide it In order to dissolve It, which may full 
‘the Intorest_of both the affine groups a8 well a8 
fof the husbend and wie, 


(f) Kinship a8 a political unit 

‘As a politcal unit, kinship has seme significance 
too. Even after they are attached to the medorn 
political units, they have still preserved thele own 
{foim of politic! organisation within the boundary 
of tho kinship oiganisation, Each Juang village, 
with its local descont group has «political head 
‘or ‘Paden’, who is algo considered as the heed 
of the lineego 0s well as tho clan group. The 
‘Padhan’ snot « hereditary politcal heed. There 
In. ‘Sarder’ for e:ch ‘Piha’ end tho holds his 
‘suptomacy over the “Padhan’s' under his ‘Piha’ 
‘Serdar la 0 heroditary post, In thle ease, priority 
‘ond preference Is given to his. clan of lineage es 
tho dominant kin group. In Beruds villago 
Kanhu Juang is @ traditional Sardar a8 well a8 the 
hhead of the local descent group. Selection cf 
“Pedhen’ are generally peiformed on the besie of 
age, exporience, status and capacity. Decision 
of the familial dispctos, as well a8 other dieputes, 
‘and sone other social problams betwoen the 
Hines lved by the “Padhan’ of the tocol 
descent gtoup. The aged and oxperienced 
rmembors in the kin group tike part in the 
\weditionsl court, There ste certzin customary 
Jaws, conventions and punishments fixed tor 
incestuous activities and breaking ct exogemous 
‘or ondogemous princisles, But in most of the 
ecisions, the elderly members of the lineage of 
clan punish the accused 98 per thelr commen 
convention. Thus because of the kinship 


organisation the members of the local descent 
{group hold their political unit and regulate the 
Soviel actions, behsviours as per the social norms 
‘and rules. 


“Thus, in a simple or pre-industrial society. ke 
that of Juangs, kinship 28 a basic insitution not 
‘only defines the sructure ofthe society, but also 
serves asa mechanism for regulsting the 
Behaviour of the people in all respect in the local 


descent group. It ensutes, a. steble economic 
‘co-operation, smooth observances of rituals, 
Geviee for sovil contiol, on effective mechenism 
{for social conttl, a deviee for settling inter-group 
conflicts and finally an able decision-making 
body as 2 political unit of the society. Keeping 
in view all these essential functions of kinship. in. 
12 homogeneous society, the role of kinship in the 
society can be depicted as central to all other 
Tnteracting institutions. 


Traditional Political Organisation of the 


Sudha Saoras 


The Saoras are distributed in the Ganjam 
‘and Koraput districts of Orissa, They are divided 
into. many sub-groups forming a continuum from 
tho most isoletod who stl live lsrgoly by shitting 
Cultivation on hill slopes, to those inthe pair 
‘who are at various stages of assimilation with 
the surrounding ncn-tibe! Qiiys and Telugu 
Populations. 


‘Tho Sudha Seorss are one of them. The 
signiticence of this group is that they ceges 

Lord Jagannsth <= their Primordial oncestor. 
Jeganncth is Known 2s Sudason. ‘Suat 

meaning Pablte sna “Darsen’ mening ‘Viewing’ 
Symbolicelly it _mesns ond who locks st the 
Image of Lora Jegannth bezomes Pabitra ot pure 
land atteins moksha or deliverance. The Sudha 
Scors group thus soaks to establish thelr 
Kinship with Sudarsen or Lord Jegenn:th 


‘Tho gonoral insocuriy of lito and the woek- 
‘ness of the king favoured the development of 
‘the feudal system. Tho word feud” comes 
from ‘feud’ which origin: tly mocst a ef" of 

nd held on condition of serview’. In the 


fr graded o:ganisstion in whicn vey pe:son 


‘was sllotted a pcaition. The feudal ebuctyce 


‘was heeded by she king. 


In thowarier dlpenscticn, tho Saora aren was 
divided into several adminiswetive toertories 
known as tho “Muthse’. Each mutha wes 
‘oomponed of @ number of villages. The moths 
Corganiaation decentralised powor end, under it. 
‘authority wes distributed betwaen the ‘king and 
tho Mutha heads. Thus vest creas could be 
‘ffciently administered by the establishment of 
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a hierarchical order. Esch officer was given 
certain duties which he wos to perform end in 
‘return wes peld for his services. 


Each of those muthis wes plectd under a 
smutha-head celled by the name of “Patie” who 
‘was eppointed by the King’. The headquarter 
of cach Patie wos eituatod in stietegic position 
jn the muths and soived as « pert of it. Besides 
the cesidentisl quarter, it wes provided with 
‘Court room where mectings were held end czses 
decided end 2 prison where offenders ware ket. 


During the British Rel, the system of muthas 
continued and the British cuthorties designated 
the Pets 28 the “werd of the Marches”. The 
ava, undor the British regime wes mede respon 
sible 0 the Tahasildar and peid a fixed amount, 
‘suclly Rs. 22 as “Peshmuk’ to him. This prectico 
‘continued tl the ebclition of el the intermediary 
system inclading the mutha system in the year 
1871. 


‘Tradition hed mede the post of the Patra 
hereditary. A Petre could decide to delogete 
his euthority to his son when he beccmo aged 
snd wos unable to eenry out his functions effecti- 
ely. Insuch © cxse, he had to write to the 
ehesiléar stating his desire to initiety his son 
28 his sueceesor. If ne died before naming his 
‘successor, tho gumacta or clark of the Patre 
‘conveyed the niws to the Tehasilder who chocee 
the legitimate successor. Mfc Petia hed no 
irect her to succeed him, then his younger 
brother or any other cepable peison from his 
‘Venea' or femily tree wes choosen and edonted 
by the Patra. 


‘The Patia, then, used t0 inform the Huddedare 
and Pikes through his orderly cslled the “Henduc' 


“Forinstinn th Pata of Chia mutha was sosainnd 
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‘by he Ging of Pasa 


‘The Huddadars uted to send their Paikes to 
Convey the message to each village headman 
‘nd intimate the date of the initiation ceremony. 
‘The Purohit fixed the date and the euspicious 
ow for the inistion esremony. Th village 


headmen and the elders of the neighbouring 
villages included in the mutha com? to attend 
the coremony with gifts of vegetables ond 


(om the day of the Initiation, the initiator was 
requived to fast until the cofemony wes over. 
Inthe presence of the Huddadars the initistor 
‘went to the Jagannath Temple at Crandragii, 
‘The initiation rites followed end a band performed 
Inthe tomple before the assembled quests. A 
white sik ear! was offered to Lord Jagannath 
‘and then ted 28 8 turban on the head of the 
owl initiated Patra by the Bada Delei. The 
how Patra then took a solemn oath to respect 
‘the sentiments of the general will by which he 
‘could become the Petra and begged for the co 
operation of tho officers and people in the 
‘lacharge of his duties. — Aftor that, > visited 
tho Manikonwar! Temple ond the _Nilakanthoswart 
‘Tomple to seek thelr blessings. The ond of 1 

Initiation coremony is follewed by lavish feast 
‘arranged at the expense of the Patra in which all 
the assembled officials and villagers took part. 


‘The main function of the Patra was to collect 
‘the sistu of land revenue and house tax in cash 
{rom the people inhabiting the mutha. The village 
hheadman deposited the amount annually with the 
Patra and took a written receipt. Some of thie 
‘amount wae earmarked for tho temoles of 
Jagannath, Manikeswari and Nilakantheswar. 


osides the land revenue and the house tax, 
the Saora villages also provided goats, honey, 
pulses and vogotables to the Patra and his staff 
‘on festive occasions. They also supplied straw 
‘to the Patra for thatching purposes. The Patra 
‘and. his staff also employed the Stores os 
labourers in various agricultural operations, 


the Ssora labourers. 


‘The Patra was responsible for setting intra- 
village and into-village disputes. If any conflict 
‘emained unsolved at the village level, then 
village headman brought it to the notice 
Patra through the concerned Palka. The 
the accused and the aggrieved parties 
village headman were fo be present during 


solving of the case by the Patra. The Huddadert 
‘may be called if the Patra wished them to be 
present. 

‘The Pata would first ask the headman to 
relate the main issuss of the specific ease. Then 
hhe would allow both the parties to give thelt 
account and also take the opinion of the Paika 
‘and other Huddaders. Finally, he would give 
decision or verdict. If tho accused didnot abey 
the verdict of tho Patra, then ho. was Imprisoned 
‘and later handed over to the police. If the culprit 
‘sccepted his crime, then only a monetary fine 
‘was imposed on him and the money collected 
‘was diverted to the village fund. The culprit had 
‘also to pay some amount of monsy_t0 the Pat 
conesponding to the Court feos. Dispui 
‘cerning two villages within a muths 
decided by the Patra, 

‘Sometimes the Patia went to the concern: 
village to decide the case. In euch a situation 
food and lodging was provided for him and 
‘other mutha officials accompanying him by the 
villagers under the initiative of the headman. All 
‘matters. excopting the Keulka or horeditary sos, 
‘could be referred to the Pay 

The Patra was also incharge of all the dove: 
opmental works in his mutha, He executed the 
‘orders of the Tahasildat forthe construction of 
roads, thatching of rest-sheds and bunglows 
‘and digging of tanks and Inigation an 

‘The Patra took the responsibilty of all mattors 
‘concerning the temples, During Rath Yatra, he 
performed the Chherapenhara of ritual ewoepi 
(of floor for Lord Jagannath, Without the Patra’ 
Signature in the gale deeds no land. transaction 

the mutha wore regarded a valld, The Patra 
‘aceived come Inam land, i.e, rent-fae land from 
the King and enjoyed many other privileges. 

Each Patra maintained a number of Hudda- 
{dare who ropresonted the rank and file of the 
foudsl order. The Huddadars ware graded into 
fitteen hierarchical units as below— 

(1) Behera oF Bada Datel 
2) Gajendra 

(8) Dandasone 

(6) Padhant 

(8) Bada Kehara 

(8) Jagetsingh 

(7) Ghadsi 

(8) Datpat 

(9) Bad Nayok 
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(10) Kotha Dale! 
(11) Sena Dandasona 
(12) Sana Padhani 
(13) Sana Bade Kehara 
(14) Rout 

(15), Majhi 


In the Chandrogiri mutha, all the. fit 


hhad four Inam Paikas under him and. was given 
4 fow villogoe of @ mutha to administer, collect 
revonue and to maintain peace and order 


‘The work of the Huddadars was. to super 
tho work of his P 
of tho Patra, It as 
Took to the comforts of high ranking. porsons and 
thele entourage during their tour in his area and 
to arrange supplies required for tholr camps and 
porters to cavty thelr luggages from place to 
Ho supervised thor timely collection of ‘sstu‘(land 
revenue and house tax in cash) and tenning 
(land. tox In_ kind) from the cultivators. Later 
Lanning wee sbolished by 8 Rovenue Settlement 
‘and the emount of land revenue wag fixed on 
village bosis. 


‘The post of the Behera Dalei was most important 
‘among the Huddadars, He had the clos 
felationship with tho Petra among the Huddedars 
fand brought all. matters of Importance to the 
notice of the Patra, During the tomporary absence 
fof the Patra, the Behora Dslei sent an applica 
to the Tehasildar end got a sanction to. office 
against the post of Patra 

In iew of the services rendored by the Hudd: 
dare, each wee given some amount of Inam land 

by the Patra, Theso Inam lands wore t 
‘and could not be mortgaged or sold out to 


* others, Thoy also enjoyed a ahate from the 


Pesan) collocied by the Paikas fiom the ryote 
oll 98 the sist 

To aust tho Huddadars inthe 
alo op 
‘who formed the mitira of tho fed 
‘the Chandragiti mutha, thore.w 
‘Thus each Huddader had tout Pe 
to help in tho colloction of sistu and administra 
tion in the alloted villages. 

Whonever any vilage fallod to. pay the s/stu 
and tanning in time tho Paikas visited the con- 
corned village and euived the notice issued by 
tho Petra on tho dotauiters. They also arranged 
for the quick collection of the dues from tho 


work the Petra 


ca 


village. Usually payment of these dues was 
fo by the village hoadman in Decembor- 
eo sorved 28 mossongers, 
The Pa with the Tahasildar, 
Huddadars or any village headman only. through 
the Paikss. The presence of the Palka also 
required during tho settloment of a judicial 


For tho sorvicee rendered to tho Patra and tho 
Huddadars, tho Palkas wore paid in-kind at the 
rate of ten’ mange of grain. annually per hou 
hold. from the villages which wore alloted to 
thom. La 


They wore also given 


Posoni from the tyot. 
‘nam lands by the Pata, 


All tho post-holders, that i the fifteen Huda 
‘dare. and tho sixty Palkas were responsible to 
the atts. In case any one of them became 
‘an oppressor, it was the responsibility of tho 


I he did not succeed, he wrote to the Tahasild 
to oust the culprit and recommended another 


neme. Until the recommended person we 
recognised by the Tahasildar, he wes not sllowed 
to occupy the Inam land of the ousted person. 


‘The lowest position In the echelon of the 
feudal order wes that of the Nayaka (Naiks) 
Who served ae the headman of tho village. Ho 
was selected by the King in consultation 
with the Petra, "Gradually the post. bocame 
hereditary one, the son succeeding his. fath 
In the day-to-day if In tho village, the. Natka 
hed an important role to play. The villager 
noxmally looked to him for guidance. The 
Naika had a deputy known 88 Dale, who 
1d him In the dgcharge of his duties.” Each 
village also had a. watcher called Dekua who 
Worked as an orderly or Peon of the Naika. Ho 
woe usually a Pano and was paid 0 
‘salary. 


‘Tho duty of tho Nalka wae to collect tho situ 
and tanning fiom the cultivators of his. village. 
‘The amount of land rovenuo wee fixed on 
Village basi sponsibility of tho 
Naika to collect the amo from each household 
‘and pay the s/sty on time, In retuin ho was. 
ven a receipt in which tho amount of money 
‘tubmitted and the dato were mentioned. He 
took cate of the officers during their visit 
providing for thelr wansport and food. 


The Naika wes also responsible for maintaining 
law and order and adjudicating intro-vilage 
disputes, It the dispute was of a complicated 
nature and beyond his control, he referred It 10 
tho Patra who settled it with the help of the 
rs at the headquarter of the mutha. The 
NNaike's duty in this respect was to escort the 
‘aggrieved and. tho accused paties to tho court 
‘Of the Patra and explsin in detail the case during 
frbivation, I it wos an intervillage dispute, the 
Noikes of the disputed villagos convened a 
common meeting snd. sttled the matter in the 
presence of | the vilago-oldors, Failing to 
adjudieato the caso, the Nalkas referred tho matt 
to the Patre whose decision was regarded 
final 


‘The naike slso collocted money from tho 
villagers for oasts and other festivals 08 also 
4 fulfll otter noeds of the village. In case of 
hatural celamities or the wrath of supomaturel 
Boings, the Naika asked the Jani to invoko and 
propitiot the supernatural powors and tho Bojus 
{o find out remedies for overcoming the calamity, 


Such village also had a traditional council 
‘of elders who formed the Pancha Commitoo. It 
‘was comprised of mambors who wore exper. 
‘and wise, As the word Pancha suggests, 
there wero five mombors in the village committoo, 


Paral to the Political 
the foudal ordor had a soperate organisation in 
the shape of the traditional tribal counell. This 
‘council controlled the norms and ethos of th 
pective tribes and thus accounted for the smooth 
‘and orderly functioning of the social order, 


‘The traditional tribal council of the Sudha 
Saoras was known as tho ‘Kula Sabha’. Though 
F fal Pollicl-adminlstrative set-up has 
become dofunct with the 
Panchayati Ra) after the county's. indet 
the Kula Sabha still continues to function and 
contol tho pattoins. of social behaviour. Pro 
viously, the Kula's control extended over six 
But at crosent, twelve regions of ‘the 


inhabiting have came under tI 
the Kula Sabhe, Tho Kula Sabha hes boon 
cetegorised under two hoads—the Contre and 
the regional lovel. At tho Centre, the traditional 
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Kula officals in order of hlerarchy are the 
following 
1, Kusapall Badepradhan 
Ralpur Pradhan 
Tolinga Patra Pradhan 
. Pandiba Sena Pradhan 
CChheligads Mehenayak 
Pandiba Mahenayak 


‘At the. apex of the Kula Is the Kus 
Badapradhan who is the head of the 
Seora Sama). All the above posts are 
tory. In addition to the traditional Kula officials, 
‘a working Committee has been formed from the 
11969. The Committee Is headed by the 
Sabhay conducts the vetious meetings 
10. solve the disputes and 10 

frame now rules and regulations. ‘The Chel 
tgada Mahanayak has been olocted ce the 
pormanent -Sabhapet!. The other Members 
Include the Doputy Sabhapati, 0 Secretary, three 
‘Soctetatiee, © Ceghlor and an Assistant 
‘All of thom aro elected for a period 


‘Similarly et tho regional lovel, there aro a eet 
fofficitla whose posts aro 

in order of hierarchy, they include 
tho following: — 

(1) Sana Pradhan 

(2) Mutho Neyak 

(3) Dandia 

(4) Bhallabhat 


‘The Rogionel Committee consists of tho 
Sabhapat, the directing-member and the ceshier 
Who held thelr posts for a period of five years. » 
Each region algo hes a Ghata Palka who. ine 
forms the different Kula Members of tho villages 
about the venue and dato of the Sabha meatings, 


‘The lowest position in the hierarchical 
‘organisation of the Kula is held by the Member 
Who ig choten by consensus from among the 
Villagers to represent tho villegs in the Kula 
Sabha. The Member collects an annual fees of 
Rs. 25:00 fiom his villagers and doposits it 
With’ the cashlet of the rogion in which his 
village is @ patt through the directing-member. 
‘The member also solves minor Kaulika offences, 
Gases of complex naturo ate referred to the 
Regional Kula Sabha. through the directing 
‘member of the particular region, The directing 


‘member is also empowered to dismiss a Kula 
Member in coneultation with the Sebhapati in 
case he falls to perform his duties properly. 


‘The Regional Kula Sabha keeps half the 
‘amount collocted and gives the other half to 
the centre, In addition to the annual _mesting 
fof the Central Kula Sabha and the half-yearly 
mestings of the different Rogional Kula Sebhos. 
‘the Sudha Stora Soma) also conducts 2 Maha- 
fabha, once in every five years. For th Mah: 
‘sabhe, every household contributes 4 Kgs. of 
tige and dal and a sum of Rs. 200. Coses of 
‘utmost importanee are decided end now rules 


‘and regulations are framed in tho Mahasabha 
‘which continues for three doys 


‘The traditional Political Organisation of tho 
‘Sudha Sores was thus an elaboreto and well. 
esigned systam and performed administtive, 
social and stual functions. Its_impo 

‘value have been reduced after the comi 
the Panchayati Rsj system and the new aystoms 
‘of land tenure and land rovenus collections. 
With the abolition of Muthas and ostablishment 
‘of dizect link betwoon the Stato and. the tenant 
ins vole in thet ates was fully extinguished, Now 
it survives with some residual socio-cultural 
functions, a remnant of an important tribal orga 
nisstional pattern. 
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